REACHING OUT 
IN MINISTRY 
A NEWSLETTER OF THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

TAHOE CITY, CALIFORNIA

"Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven."

Matthew 5:16

Pastor: Dan Holzer                    

                    Summer 2011

Summer 2011 at Tahoe – by Pastor Dan

To all those who receive this newsletter - rest assured all is well at the First Baptist Church in Tahoe City.  Our new summer missionaries have arrived, and are doing huge work among the children, their families, and the youth of this community.  These missionaries have had a chance to go to Yosemite, to see San Francisco, and to soak up some of the sights and sounds of the west coast. Not everything is work around here!  Some twenty of our youth are off to camp this week with counselors, to have a week of prayer, song, and Bible study.  The men also continue to meet on Thursday mornings for their breakfast, Bible study, and prayer time.  Of course they also offer their opinion on almost everything!  After a late start because of the cold weather, we have finally been able to open our outside worship area.  Worship outside has been wonderful, with birds flying through, and the beauty of nature all around us.  We are indeed blessed with a beautiful building and grounds!

Summer is here again, and our town is packed with our tourist friends.  The sun has finally broken the spell of the harsh winter.  Everyone is out soaking up it up!  They are on the mountain trails, either hiking, running, or on their bikes.  The weather has been lovely.  Lake Tahoe is full of water after the deep snows of last winter melted.  This makes boating and sitting on the beach pretty nice.  It is good to drive by our beaches and see families playing and relaxing together in this beautiful place.     

All this is to say, that our church, and we as Christians are being consistent in the work Jesus has called us here to do.  We are to walk the steep and narrow path of service and ministry.  We are putting one foot in front of the other and following Jesus.  Jesus was never pictured in hurry and neither are we.  We are just doing the work He has called us to.  I am reporting to you that we are doing His work, and staying the faith course here in Tahoe.  Come see us some Sunday morning at 9 am, as we worship together.  We would love to share our faith journey with you.  God’s blessings upon you, and may we soon be worshipping together.  

Pastor Dan
……………………………………………………………………………….

Our New House - by Pastor Dan

Things are going well with the new house that we purchased.  We figure someday “Old Pastor Dan” will get to retire, and we have a place for a new pastor and his family to live.  We were able to take possession of this house in March.  Since then, we have been working on it and trying to get it in order.  The house sat empty for over three years and needed a lot of surface work to make it livable - however the basic house is very sound.  So far we have repaired a lot of broken pipes and replaced the water heater.  We have cleaned and painted the whole inside of the house, which was no small job!  Woodwork,  trim, and doors were all fixed and sealed with a new finish.  It looks great!  We cleaned the carpet and have moved in some very nice donated furniture.  The house is beginning to look like a home.  

The good news is that we are already using the house for the work of His Kingdom.  We have three staff living in the new house this summer:  Esther Shin, Jennifer Bell, and April Lay.  They are working as supervisors in our children’s programs.  They love having their own place and personal space to escape to.  They think the house is just great and want to live there forever.  The truth is, they are great, and I would like them to be here forever!  Since the house is only about a mile from the church, they often ride their bikes to work in the morning.

Our first concern upon purchasing the house was to get the inside in order, so our staff could move in.  This summer, we have turned our attention to the grounds and outside of the house.  Work has been done to fix the broken and warped trim boards around the house.  The yard has been cleaned, and three years of debris has been hauled to the dump.  Trees have been cut for fire prevention.  The whole house will be painted in the next month, and the fence needs to be repaired and sealed.  We have a broken skylight that has to be repaired, but the rest of the roof is in good order.  We need to repair or replace the driveway, but this may have to wait for another year.  Many people have donated their time to make the house livable again, and we are very grateful for all their help.  

We now owe $160,000 on the house.  This is not bad considering, we are in a recession and the house is worth at least $600,000.  So even in these tough economic times, if you can help us out, it would be greatly appreciated.  The sooner we can pay off this place, the sooner we can use it full time for His Kingdom’s work.  

That is the latest about our new house.  We have been blessed with a great home to allow the future of our ministry to go on in this community.  Join with us in the work of paying  off the mortgage.

………………………………………………………………………………
Ice Cube Trays and Trust – by Debbie Wholer
What a wonderful summer we are having with the children.  We had 523 children attend the Big A Club and Parents’ Night Out program in just four days this past week!  Your staff and missionaries are working hard to love and serve our community in Jesus name.

Because God has a wonderful sense of humor, it rained on carnival day.  You have not lived until you have tried to have Carnival day inside the building.  Thanks to all our wonderful adult and youth volunteers who showed up to stand in the gap and make it all happen.  Your faithful and joyful service is an inspiration to me, and is important to the work of the Kingdom of God.  We all had so much fun, and 107 children heard about Jesus that day.    

We use ice cube trays to put paint in for the face painting station at Carnival day.  After the carnival, we cleaned up.  I saw 3 of the 10 ice cube trays.  They are stored on the third floor of the church.  I went up there two different times and looked for the missing ice cube trays.  I could not find them, so I sent someone else up there to look.  She could not find them either.  The next day a summer missionary was up on the 3rd floor looking for something else.  She found the ice cube trays.  They were not where they were supposed to be, but they were in plain sight.  I laughed at myself!!  Why am I telling you all of this?  I saw that there were spiritual applications in my ice cube tray experience.

· First of all, if I spent that much time and energy looking for lost ice cube trays that have very little value, how much time and energy does God spend looking for people who have wandered away from Him?  Thank you God for looking for others and me.  Thank you for never giving up when we are wandering on the wrong path.

· The ice cube trays were not where I expected them to be.  I felt like I used my eyes and my skills to see the ice cube trays, but “having eyes, I did not see.”  This made me think that if God does not show up in the places and ways that I think He is going to, I probably miss seeing Him at work!  How many times do I miss Him at work all around me?  God, please give me eyes to see You at work, no matter how or where You choose to work.  Help me to trust that You are working even when it is not obvious to me.  Help me to be more persistent at looking for You!

· I asked others to help to seek and find the ice cube trays.  How often do you know that you need help, and refuse to ask God and others for help?  Sometimes it is so obvious to others where we are in our spiritual lives.  Yet, we cannot seem to see ourselves spiritually.  We would be wise to ask others to help us point out where they see God at work in our lives.  

…………………………………………………………………….
The A+ Program – by Gaynell Jackson

We are now in the middle of “summer” in Tahoe.  It is July, and at 11 a.m., it is only 59 degrees.  We have had some warm days and we have been told that there will be more warm summer days.  We are holding on to that hope!  

As our spring semester missionaries moved on to their next stop on the journey, we began welcoming our summer staff!  And yes, it did snow when they arrived and for a few additional days.  We were all wondering if winter would ever make a departure.  It did, and we finally completed our school year.     

Summer brings with it the joy of returning second homeowners and their children, as well as the rekindling of dear friendships.  It is full days of a building filled with children singing summer musical songs, and enjoying the schedule of wild and crazy activities.  It is the knowledge that we have shared the Word of God with at least 100 children a day.  It worshipping in our outdoor worship area, and being in the midst of creation while singing praises to the Creator.  

It is a blessing to be part of this ministry and a part of God’s wonderful plan for this community.  Indeed we can say, “He has done great things!” 

Youth Group News - by Craig Smith

I just finished taking the back seat out of one of the fifteen passenger vans, so we can load suitcases and sleeping bags up for camp in the morning.  We are taking fourteen students and three leaders this year…. at least that is who I am expecting to see in the morning.  I am praying for patience for Kelly Moyer and spring semester missionary, Julie Williams.  They will be the leaders in a bunkroom with ten girls.  I do not claim to be a prophet, but I do not see much sleep in the near future for them.  
I recently heard someone preach on the parable of the sower.  I was thinking about how the four situations in the parable relate to the experience of camp.  

The first is the hard soil of a path, where the seed falls and is quickly snatched up by the birds.  I do not see too many students like this at camp.  Even those who remain hard through the first three or four days seem to crack before the end.  I guess those who are truly hardened to the Word of God do not usually end up at a Christian camp in the first place.  

The second type is the shallow soil where the plant shoots up quickly, but having no deep roots, quickly dies.  Many students have an emotional encounter with God at camp.  They feel conviction and they are sorry, or they let others into their lives and problems in a new way.  They leave camp with the joyful feeling of freedom that comes from releasing a burden, but when they get home they seem to slide right back into the life they had before they left.  Within a few days, one may wonder if they even remember what happened.  The experience appears to have been mostly emotional, and is easily replaced with the next thing that comes along.  

The third is the seed that falls among thorns.  The plants sprout up, but are choked out by the thorns and weeds.  These students reorient their lives toward God.  They respond to conviction with repentance.  They enjoy and see the benefits of quiet time with God and Bible study.  They connect with people in a new way.  They start to see people and situations in their lives through God’s eyes.  They return determined to make it to youth group and/or church, to read their Bibles and pray, to treat others the way God would, and to honor their parents.  Unlike the seed in the shallow soil, they actually pull it off for a while, but then the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of wealth creep in.  Weeks or maybe even months later, they find with school starting back up -  sports, jobs, etcetera, God begins to take a back seat.  A few more weeks or months, and they may be right back where they started.  

In the fourth scenario, the seed falls in good soil, grows a good foundation of roots, and produces a fruitful crop.  These students leave camp different people than they were when they arrived.  The things they hear and read sink down deep, becoming part of a foundation for the rest of their lives.  They return truly changed in the way they relate to God and others.  They seek out discipleship and they share their experience with others.  They become people used by God to change the world around them, rather that changing to fit in.  Their excitement about Jesus and what He has done for them is infectious.  

Unfortunately, I feel like most of us go through a “mountain top” experience like camp, and end up in the middle two categories.  We are super excited, and cannot wait to tell anyone  who will listen,  and then the excitement fades and it is back to business as usual.  Or we try really hard to not let it fade this time.  We make the “mountain top” version of New Year’s resolutions that last for a while…. and then we just get busy.  This is where I find myself most of the time.  Maybe we end up here because while it is seeing God’s work in a new way that gets the ball rolling, we try to keep it rolling under our own power.  It becomes a sort of works based righteousness.  We think God is happier with us, and we will continue to feel closer to Him if we just do the right things and keep doing them.  We gradually lose sight of the fact that if we obey His commands, it because we love Him.  Maybe too, we try to fit a little more God into our lives along with everything else we have been doing, instead of renewing a commitment to make God the foundation underneath everything else that we do.  A wise man once said, “A wise man builds his house upon the Rock.”  

By the time you read this, we will have been to camp and back.  Please be praying that the experiences we have had at camp will become part of a firm foundation for our youth.  Pray that we, as leaders can help the kids process this experience in a way that leads to lasting change and growth.  Pray that God will help us all understand more and more how He has done away with the system of sacrifice and now we can “draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith.”  (See Hebrews 10:11-25)         

Now, off to camp…
………………………………………………………………………    

Men’s Bible Study

Men’s Prayer Breakfast meets every Thursday morning at 6:30 am, at church.  Following breakfast we have Bible study and prayer time. 

Come join us!  For more information, call Pastor Dan at (530) 583-6266.

………………………………………………………………………………

Ladies Bible Study

The Ladies Bible Study is on summer hiatus and will resume after Labor Day.

Call Tillie at 530-583-2601 for additional information.

……………………………………………………………………………
Truckee Bible Study

The Truckee Bible Study meets at 7:00 on Wednesday night at Justin Anderson’s home.  The study is an outreach ministry of the Living Stones Church of Reno.  All are welcome.  For questions or directions call Justin at (530) 721-0379.

………………………………………………………………………………..

Web Page

Did you know the church has a web page?  The address is:

http://www.tahoeministeries.com
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