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Abundance– by Pastor Dan

“Abundance” is depicted in the Bible in a variety of ways.  To Israel, the Promised Land was a land “flowing with milk and honey” - what a beautiful image of abundance!  David said, “Thou dost prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; thou hast anointed my head with oil; my cup overflows.”(Psalms 23:5)  “My cup overflows” is an image of spiritual and physical abundance.  Paul said, “Now to Him who is able to do exceeding abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us….” (Ephesians 3:20)  Paul was writing to that newly rooted early church about God’s abundance both spiritually and physically, even in that hard time.  Being a Christian is about abundance, the abundance that God’s presence brings to us as a church and as individual Christians.

Our church is feeling that abundance lately.  We have been in the process of buying a house for a future parsonage or a staff house.   Over a year ago we put in an offer on a nice four bedroom, two-car garage house in the Tahoe City area.  This past week our offer was finally accepted, and the deal is coming to a close.  Our church has put down $300,000 as a down payment on this house.  The total cost of the house is $476,000.  That means we have taken out a loan for $176,000.  

All this is amazing to me.  In a time of the worst recession since the great depression,  where everyone is feeling the economic slow down, that together, we as a church raised $300,000!!  Indeed, the Lord “does prepare a table” before us, “in the presence of our enemies.”  And, in hard times our… “cup overflows.”   I am the first to say, I did not think we would ever see this day.  I was amazed 4 years ago, when we paid off our new church building.  I was hoping to get a staff house for the church someday, but then the recession hit and I thought, “This will never happen.”  To my amazement, giving did not drop off.  We also recognized the drop of housing values, and a great opportunity to buy a house at half the value it would have listed, prior to the recession.  So we prayed about it, we talked about it, and we continued to raise money.  During the summer of 2009, my daughter and I ran the Tahoe Rim Trail to raise money for the house.  Last summer, my son and I hiked from Tahoe to Yosemite on the Pacific Crest Trail and raised more money from your sponsorship.  You gave, and today we are able to put down $300,000 on this house for the church!

Paul said it better than I can say it in Ephesians 3:20, “Now to Him who is able to do exceeding abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us!”  I KNOW God is working in this abundance!  Jesus said if we would sow the good seed in the fields of this world, it would produce a crop of 40-60-100 fold.  We are living in a time of harvest, and it is a great joy!  

As we take possession of this house, we will be faced with two things.  First, we will have to “fix it up.” It has sat empty for over two years now, and needs electrical, plumbing, painting and lots of cleanup work.  Of course, our local men are very excited and greatly anticipate this work.  Anyone out there is welcome to join us in fixing up this house; please give me a call.  

The second thing we are faced with, is to finish paying off the house.  We owe $176,000 on this house.  That is really not much, especially in a place like Tahoe!  We plan to fix the place up and rent it out over the next few years.  So, think and pray about your giving.  The sooner we have the house paid off, the sooner we can use it for the kingdom.  
“Our cup overflows!”

Pastor Dan
……………………………………………………………………………….

Christmas At Tahoe- by Pastor Dan

We had a white Christmas here at Tahoe, very white I might add!  The snow started early this year on our mountain.  It began snowing before Thanksgiving, and did not let up as we entered the Christmas season.  We had many local people flee the area, but despite the exodus, we had good attendance at the worship services.  

Christmas Eve at church was beautiful this year.  Our tree was up, and garland hung around the sanctuary.  Our beautiful manger scene was set up in the entryway of the church, so our children could play with it.   Lights and candles filled the sanctuary.  The best part of Christmas Eve (next to my sermon), was the music.  Bill Roberts and his family sang and played.  Eddie Platt and his son Forest; Vicky Gallien; Tim Hill and his son Andrew; as well as Bonnie Dodge all added their special music to the evening.  As the evening progressed our spirits lifted and the pure joy of Christmas filled our little mountain church.

………………………………………………………………………………
The Gift Of Christmas

This Christmas marks 38 years for me as Pastor in Tahoe City.  It has been a great journey, and I am looking forward to seeing what else God has in store for us in the next few years.  This year, as in previous years, our church has given Donna and I money as a Christmas present.  It is deeply appreciated.  It has been an especially hard year economically for Donna and I, with the recession and having both of our children in college, so this gifts helps greatly.  Your giving helped us have a very Merry Christmas!

With much gratitude, 

Pastor Dan and family

………………………………………………………………………………..
Preparation  -by Debbie Wohler
It feels like we have already had a winter’s worth of snow already!  I knew that winter was coming so I did things to get ready.  I bought wood, got it stacked, and then got the wood covered.  I got a new snow blower, filled it with gas, and got out the shovels.  When the snow and 100 mph winds came, I was ready.  I had dry wood and was able to deal with 5 feet of snow over a 4-day period.  We also take care of ourselves physically.   We get a physical exam at the doctor, exercise, and get our eyes checked.  We prepare for winter, take care of our bodies, and even prepare ourselves emotionally when we see hard things coming.  

What are you doing to prepare yourself spiritually?  Just like the snowstorms that come, we all know the difficult days of life will come.  Are you spiritually ready for those days?  This summer I had a dead tree in my yard.  Dead trees are not inspiring.  All they make you think of is death!  I began thinking, “Why am I not as aggressive about getting rid of the dead habits, actions, and thoughts in my life?”  I think one of the reasons is that a dead tree is obvious to anyone with eyes to see.  With my own life I am able to clearly see the dead wood in your life, but sometimes I don’t want to deal with my own spiritual dead wood.  Maybe it is time for you to take a clear look at your spiritual life and start chopping that dead wood out of your life!  

I hope that you are already doing the basics of the Christian life: reading the Bible, praying, serving, and giving.  If not what are you waiting for?  One day, we will stand before Him and give an account of how we spend our time and our lives.  If you wouldn’t be thrilled to give and account of your life right now, here are some suggestions.

1) Take action.  My friend, Kevin Windham, says, “Initiation equals motivation.”   We all think that motivation will one day strike us like lightening.   Nothing could be further from the truth!  Start taking action and motivation will follow!  Studies show that it takes 90 days for something to become a habit.  Don’t wait until you feel like it.  Just do it!  Start the process of changing spiritually and it will have a life of its own.  

I could have just thought about getting rid of the dead tree but the dead tree would still be standing there.  It took action.  I made a call to a friend who is an inspiration.  Todd had a motorcycle accident and is paralyzed.  He could have just sat in the chair the rest of his life and complained.  However, he’s running a tree business out of his handicap van!  He is large and in charge!  Todd could not change what happened, but he could determine how he would live the rest of his life.  Todd inspires me.

2) Hang out with people who are making good spiritual choices.  When I was learning to ski, I hung out with people who skied better than I did.  It forced me to push myself and try things that I normally would not have done by myself.  The same is true spiritually.  I would encourage you to hang around people who inspire you and who are dealing with their stuff.  It is encouraging and inspiring.  The spiritual applications of this are huge.  

3) Get some accountability.  One person did not cut down that tree in my yard.  There were three guys out there.  They each kept an eye on each other.  Get some friends and tackle those spiritual issues in your life.  It would be dangerous and boring to be the only one out there cutting down a tree!  The same is true spiritually.  

4) Ask for help!  I have no business touching a chain saw or cutting down a big tree.  I asked for help.  Your church staff and your friends are not mind readers.  No one magically knows what is going on inside your head and your heart except for you and God unless you open your mouth and share your spiritual joys and needs!

This article is not designed to make you feel guilty.  This article is to remind you that Philippians 4:13 is true!  It says, “I can do ALL things through Christ who strengthens me!”  We have already started a new year and time is flying already.  Don’t wait until next year, next week, or even tomorrow to start growing spiritually.  Take some time right now and ask God to show you how He wants you to grow spiritually, then take action to start becoming all you were meant to be in Christ Jesus.

…………………………………………………………………….
The A+ Program – by Gaynell Jackson

Happy New Year!  Well, 2011 has started with a bang!  The holidays are behind us, and we look forward to making good on all those New Year’s resolutions.  Being more disciplined; exercising more; eating healthier; being wise with our money expenditures.  How will we fare?  Only time will tell!

With all the hustle and bustle of travel during the holidays, I always count it a huge bonus to have made the trips safely, and to have my luggage at hand.  We had major snow BEFORE we left for Christmas, and the Tahoe area received more snow during the absence.  We pray that this helps our local economy!

On December 31st, we welcomed 5 new staff, and 2 returning staff.  They have been here just a short while, but we have already fallen in love with them.  The transition has been quite easy, and our children have attached on to our new group.  

In preschool, we have C.A. Jones (returnee) from Georgia.  He is teaching the Friendly Frog class.  Kaitlyn Emerson (returnee) from Alabama is teaching the Busy Bee class.  Diane Byne from Georgia is teaching the Friendly Frog class with C.A.  Samantha Perry - also from Georgia, is teaching in the Busy Bee class with Kaitlyn.  In the school age group we have: Jessica Bandy from Georgia, teaching the kindergarten class.  Rebecca Milby from Georgia is teaching the 1st and 2nd grade.  Julie Williams from California is teaching the 3rd through 6th grade.  You can see that there is a Georgia theme running through this group!  We are so grateful for their dedication and service.
February 17th will be Kelly Moyer’s last day as our assistant director for the preschool.  We are sad to say goodbye!  As Kelly puts it, “it is bittersweet.”  We hope from time to time to have some Mrs. Kelly visits!  Kelly, thank you for your commitment to the children, and to this program.  We will miss you!

That being said, we want to welcome Esther Shin back to FBCTC!  Esther has committed to working with the administrative portion of our preschool, as an assistant director through the end of September.  We are thrilled to have her here to step in.  After September, Esther is headed to medical school.  Thank you Esther for the gift of your service!  In August, Leana Greene has agreed to come on board and serve as our assistant preschool director.  Again, we are grateful to God for His provision!

It appears that we have a revolving door, but God has met our needs in ways we could never have imagined!!

Our preschool program is rapidly filling up!  It is amazing to see how God has worked in and through this program.  We are thrilled with the numbers of children and the lives that we are able to touch for the kingdom.  

For the last couples of years, I have been teaching a “How to Become a Christian” class on Thursdays, and a “Discipleship” class on Fridays.  Because of the need and schedules, it appears that I may be adding days on to the “How to Become a Christian” class.  This is an exciting possibility!   I am also excited that my “Discipleship” class has decided to read the Bible through in a year, and to hold each other as accountability partners.  We are adding this to our journey.  I am excited about helping these students learn about studying God’s word.

I pray that your Christmas was blessed, and that your New Year exceeds your expectations.  We met in Church Council last night, and marveled at how God has worked in the life of this Baptist church in Tahoe City.  We cannot wait to see what more God has in store for us as we minister to this community!

God bless you all!  Thank you for your encouragement and support!

Youth Group News - by Craig Smith

The last couple of weeks the youth group has been studying Ephesians 4, and talking about the body of Christ and unity.  I have run into many people around here who are out skiing, running, and biking who say, “This is my church.”  While I understand where they are coming from, and might have said that myself at one point, it is not Biblical at all.  The church is not a place to go on Sunday to sing a few songs, hear a few encouraging words, say “hi” to people in passing, and then go on with your week.  The church is designed to be Christ’s body.  We are each given different gifts.  Pastors and teachers are supposed to “prepare God’s people for works of service.”  The rest of us are supposed to go out and do works of service.  Jesus passed on to us the “ministry of reconciliation.”  God’s design is that as we all grow into maturity together, we can support and encourage each other.   We can protect each other from “being blown here and there from every wind of teaching.”  We can help encourage each other to “put off our old self which is being corrupted by its’ deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of our minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.”  All of this and more happens when we act as a body, with Jesus at the head.  

So, why do lack unity?  We talked about this at youth group, and most of our thoughts seemed to come back to fear.  We came up with things like, “we do not know them that well.”  “We” and “them” is not unity.  “We do not encourage each others outside of youth group meetings.”  I guess we are afraid to really open up, or of what the world will think of us if we show unity at school, etc.  

Here is a thought!  Last week I was teaching some new missionaries to ski for the first time.  One of them made great turns and could stop in the middle of the hill on a slope right near the bottom.  So we rode up the poma lift.  I slid off into the first turn, and said, “Follow me.”  In no time flat she shot past me, going straight down the hill!  I was yelling, “Sit down!  Sit down!” as she rocketed toward the lift line.  What happened?  She had looked straight down the hill at what she was afraid of, and it happened.  She could not turn, she could not stop.  She had lost sight of where she wanted to go!  Whenever I start taking people skiing in the trees, I tell them, “Look at the spaces, not the trees.”  You tend to go where you are looking.  

As Christians we need to keep our eyes fixed on Christ.  We need to keep looking forward, or as Paul says, “pressing on toward the goal.”  We need to look at the spaces we want to go through, and not the trees we are afraid of hitting.  We need to look forward to our next turn, not straight down the hill.  This is where we are afraid of going, if we cannot turn.  Sometimes the “spaces” will hold trials and suffering, but we know with Christ as our head, He can see the way through it, and we must join Him in it.  It is only by going through theses spaces that we get to where God wants to take us.

So we need to look toward unity.  We need to look toward being more like God in righteousness and holiness, being transformed by the renewing of our minds, and presenting our bodies as living sacrifices. This will enable us to be part of  Christ’s larger body.  We need to look past fears of not being accepted in the world, of not being able to understand people who are not just like us.  We need to look past being looked at as “weird” for doing things that do not make sense to others, even sometimes others in the church.  We need to be part of a body, and join Jesus in the ministry of reconciling people to God.  We cannot do it alone. 

So what are your fears that keep you from fully living out your place in the body?  What are your ‘trees” that you will hit if you do not look at the “spaces?”  With the Holy Spirit’s comfort and direction, may you press on past these things toward what God has in store for you, pray that you bring many with you.

Sunday School – by Maureen Stelzride

Sunday School at First Baptist Church is always full of surprises.  On several Sundays, there were 8 children each in the nursery and the younger class (four years old through second grade).  A typical number of students in the older class (third through fifth grade) is three students.  We love to see all the seats full in Pastor Dan’s circle, and are amazed and amused as they help each other find seats.  It is delightful and inspiring to watch as they rush to the front of the sanctuary, eager to see and hear what is next.  

The kids show us we can be fearless as we talk about God, and talk to Him.  On December 5, we laughed uncontrollably when Nate answered Pastor Dan : Q—“what did the Wise Men bring to Jesus?”  A—“Gold and Old Spice.”  One of the best moments ever was Nate’s prayer that same day.  “Thank you God for all the snow.  Thank you for all the rain.  Thank you for giving us a great day so we can learn more about you.”  He did not ask for a single thing!  

Of course, we look forward to the kids’ jokes—well, mostly.  The day Zeb came dressed as a pirate (yes, he dressed himself that day) he asked, “What kind of movie does a pirate watch?”  Answer: “A-a-a-r-r-h.”   My personal favorite was: “What kind of fish makes the best sandwich?”  Answer:”Peanut butter!”  I get distracted easily, too.  I am so glad 

God loves me anyway.

On December 12, Pastor Dan brought out the manger scene puzzle.  He reminded the children, and us, that just as you cannot complete the puzzle without the baby, we cannot have Christmas without Jesus.

A couple of special guests for “Children’s Church” were very much appreciated.  The children watched and listened intently as Pat Carr demonstrated his prosthesis, and told how God is taking care of him.  The day Eben Schreiber brought a music box, the kids in the circle sang along with Away In a Manger, and listened attentively as he read the Christmas story from Elia’s Children’s Bible.

Surprisingly, attendance the day after Christmas was meager.  Claire Roberts treated the audience to a special number, singing with Vikki Gallien.  January 2, 2011 showed us a great start for the New Year.  The audience was tickled when Jack rushed forward and exclaimed, “I am the first kid up.”  That same Sunday, both Elia and Zeb prayed alone into the microphone.  The first Sunday of every month, Pastor Dan shares the special meal of Communion with the youngsters, reminding all of us, that the Lord calls everyone to His table.  Alec saw the breadbasket, and decided he wanted to give an offering.  So, he kept us entertained while he put dollar bills in the basket, one after the other. 

The very next week, Paul grabbed the mic and announced, “I have a song for you.”  Then he sweetly sang “The Lord is Good to Me,” one of the songs the A+ kids use as a blessing before eating.  The audience participated as the children spread out and looked for animals to put in Noah’s ark.  Pastor Dan reminded the kids that God is always looking for His children.

We are so grateful to the many volunteers who give their time to watch over the children and teach the Good News of God’s love.  Folks who are willing to spend time with the toddlers and babies in the nursery are appreciated, too.  The helpers for all ages include Allison and Eben Schreiber, Ryan Thomas, Donna Holzer, Bernie Clark, Kim Boyd, Ruth and Brian Hoyt, Carla Platt, Melody Sweet, Aaron and Kelly Somer, Chris Jackson, Helen and Bill Roberts, Scheyer Anzar, and Jacqueline Daniels.  

There are many opportunities to help with Sunday School at FBCTC.  The clipboard to sign up to help in the nursery, or teach younger or older elementary students, is usually on the table in the foyer.  You can look for an opening that fits your schedule and interests.  Mrs. Mo or Miss Esther will call to remind you of your intention.  

………………………………………………………………………    

Men’s Bible Study

Men’s Prayer Breakfast meets every Thursday morning at 6:30 a. m. at church.  Following breakfast we have Bible study and prayer time.

Come join us!  For more information, call Pastor Dan at (530) 583-6266.

………………………………………………………………………………

Ladies Bible Study

A new year and a new study.  We are studying The Fruit of the Spirit. Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  To be spiritually mature is to show the fruit of the Spirit of Christ in our lives

We meet each Wednesday, at 9:00 a.m.   Come and join us for study, coffee, and fellowship.  

Call Tillie at  (530) 583-2601 for the location of the meeting.

……………………………………………………………………………
Truckee Bible Study

The Truckee Bible Study meets at 7:00 on Wednesday night at Justin Anderson’s home.  The study is an outreach ministry of the Living Stones Church of Reno.  All are welcome.  For questions or directions call Justin at (530) 721-0379.

………………………………………………………………………………..

Thursday Night Bible Study

We meet Thursday nights at 6:30 pm at the Lake Forest condiminiums .  The atmosphere is low key, so come as you are!  Call Ryan Thomas for information or directions at (530) 277-9793, or e-mail him at:  thomas.ryank@gmail.com 

……………………………………………………………………………..

Upcoming Events

April 22  Good Friday services –7:00 pm Stations of the Cross

                                                     Corpus Christi Catholic Church, Tahoe City

April 24  Easter sunrise services -  6:00 am  Commons Beach, Tahoe City

May 8     Mother’s Day brunch – immediately after church

June 19   Father’s Day brunch – immediately after church

……………………………………………………………………………

Web Page

Did you know the church has a web page?  The address is:

http://www.tahoeministeries.com/

…………………………………………………………………….

8
10

