Hello,





Update #1, December 2004

Thank you for your interest in collecting cell phones and ink jet cartridges for our mission work here in Tahoe City, CA.  This is the first update.  We will be sending these out around the first of each month to update you on the project.

 

We here in Tahoe City have put out our collection boxes.  We are excited to tell you that we have collected 50 ink jet cartridges and 48 cell phones so far.  We know where we live and where you live that as the word gets out these numbers will grow.  However, we think we are off to a good start.  

 

If you got on the web sites listed in your initial letter you know that when you hit the number 50 with each company they will pay for the shipping.  This is huge!  For information about how to do this go to:  www.cellfund.com for the cell phones and www.empties4cash.com for the ink jet cartridges.  Be sure as you ship the boxes that you put a note with our account number in the box.  Our account number for the ink jet cartridges is:  14716  Our account number for the cell phones is:  249332.  You may want to print this e-mail and put this note in a file so you can easily access this information each time you send a box of 50.
 

We just got an e-mail from the cell phone folks telling us if we ship 50 phones for more within the next 60 days we'll get an additional 10%.  We got this e-mail on Nov. 21.  We think that many people will be getting new cell phones for Christmas so this is a great time to get this project started in your church.

 

EACH TIME YOU SEND A BOX, PLEASE E-MAIL ME AND LET ME KNOW THAT YOU SENT IT SO I CAN BE SURE WE GET CREDIT FOR YOUR SHIPMENT.  
 

If you have lost the initial information I sent, just hit reply and let me know you need me to send it to you again.  If you can't open the word attachment let me know that too and I'll copy and paste the information onto an e-mail.

 

Right now we have 18 people who have indicated they would like to receive an e-mail update.  We hope this number grows.  I have received some requests via the mail.  Please let other churches in your area about this project.

 

Each month I want to include a story of something that has happened here.  I pray that these stories will remind you that God is at work.  I pray that these stories will encourage you to tell the Good News of Jesus Christ where you live.  

I got an e-mail from a young man I worked with 25 years ago at the Olympic Training center in Squaw Valley. He stumbled on a web page with information about me and decided to contact me. When I knew this guy he was probably 10 years old. His Mom was the housekeeping director at the Olympic Training Center. He had two younger sisters. I tried my best to love and minister to this family. None of them made decisions for Christ while I was there. 

This young man's name is Landy. He writes: “I’m glad to see you are still serving the Lord. I also wanted to let you know that your ministry did make a difference with some of the kids there at the Olympic Training Center. God does great work through the willing and I see the fruit of your ministry to my family and me some 20+ years later. Both Tracy and I got involved in ministry. Tracy teaches youth at her church and I serve as pastor for two nursing homes. I just wanted to say hello, God bless you, and let you know that we remember you and your ministry to us!” 

An interesting aside to this story: Kyle was another 8 year old at the Olympic Training Center. He now has two children. He brings them to the A+ after school program and to PNO. I find it amazing that people that God brought into my life so long ago keep surfacing. 

These stories encourage me and I hope you. Sometimes it seems like no one is listening and that what you are doing isn’t making a difference. Occasionally we get hit over the head with a two by four and are reminded that God asks us to be faithful to planting seeds and proclaiming the gospel. He is in charge of results. He is also up to much more than our mere human minds can comprehend. I’m humbled that God chooses us to share of His great love. I can’t wait to get to heaven and see the “whole story!”  Thank you for your love, support, prayers, and encouragement.  You are a blessing to me and to many others!

Debbie Wohler, Home Missionary, PO Box 7452, Tahoe City, CA   96145
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