December 8, 2005

UPDATE 12


Debbie Wohler, Tahoe City, CA

STORIES/THINGS I’VE SEEN GOD DO THIS PAST MONTH  

Blake is a 3 year old who has started coming to our A+ preschool.  His father Eric was killed in a construction accident about a year ago.  He and his brother Ryan have always been the happiest boys in the world.  Before and after the accident I called them my “happy boys” because they always have a smile on their faces!  The boys are adjusting as well as can be expected.  One day Blake was walking across the parking lot with a teacher and he said, “My Daddy’s dead.”  It just broke my heart.  Then as only a 3 year old can do, 5 seconds later he had a big smile on his face and was playing.  We are practicing our Christmas musical, called “Fear Not.”  There’s a song in the musical about how Jesus is the only one who can bring us true peace.  At the end of the song the kids decided they wanted to do the peace sign to their lips, move their hands out toward the audience and say, “Peace Out, Baby Jesus!”  We know the audience is going to crack up.  If they remember that sign and remember that Jesus brings true peace, I’ll be thrilled.  Before we have lunch with the children each day we sing a blessing together.  After we sang the lunch blessing one day, 3-year-old Blake said, “You forgot a part.”  The teacher said, “Which part is that, Blake?”  He said, “You forgot to do ‘Peace Out, Baby Jesus!”  I’m sure that Jesus smiled and I know that I laughed out loud!  Blake things “Peace Out, Baby Jesus” goes after every song!  Maybe it should!  I pray that during this hectic Christmas season you will remember the Baby Jesus who came to bring peace on earth.    

The Association of Resort and Leisure ministers held their conference in Tahoe City this past month.  There were 84 in attendance.  It was wonderful to get to see my friends who minister in resort areas around the country.  It was also encouraging to meet new people.  Our church hosted dinner on Saturday night for the ARLM group.  Then I spoke to the group.  It was encouraging for me as well as for them to hear the stories of how God has moved in the lives of people here in Tahoe City.  I tried to encourage them that seeds planted do bear fruit.  We are called to love, serve, and sacrifice in Jesus name.  I reminded them to never underestimate the joy, blessing, and power of each person who comes to know Jesus.  I pray that none of us will grow weary in well doing.  

We had 133 children at Parents’ Night Out last Friday night!  Thank God the ARLM folks were in town!  I called them and 8 of them came and helped us.  The program starts at 6:00.  By 6:15 we had registered 65 children.  (I didn’t know I could write that fast!)  By 6:30 we had 100 children!  I called my ARLM friends and said, “Help!”  I’m thankful they heard my cry for help.  Our community has started a “First Fridays” promotion.  They are trying to get people to shop in the local stores and eat in the local restaurants on the First Friday of the month.  At the bottom of the poster they have put all over town, they are advertising and telling people to bring their children to Parents’ Night Out at the First Baptist Church!  Did you ever think you’d see the day when the non-Christians were doing your publicity for you?  I’m on the Board of Directors for the Tahoe Mother’s Club.  They advertised for My Morning Out for us for free in their newsletter and on their e-news.  What I thought was more amazing is that the local nail salon put a coupon in the newsletter giving a percentage off on their nail services if they bring their kids to My Morning Out.  Here’s the kicker!  The parents who run the nail shop are Buddhists!  God is good!  

Prayer Requests:

December 11--Children’s Christmas musical

December 17—Semester missionaries leave

December 18—Ski Ministry Begins

December 24—3 Christmas Eve services at church; 1 at Northstar ski area

December 25—Ski ministry at 6 mountains; 1 at church

December 26—Volunteer group arrives to do A+ ministry for 1 week

December 31—New semester missionaries arrive.  One of our semester missionaries dropped out last week.  We need one more semester missionary.  

NEWS YOU NEED TO KNOW

1) We received word from the Cell Fund folks that they have a new buyer as of December 6, 2005.  This means that we will receive more money for each shipment of cell phones we send in.  God is good!  So send those cell phones in as soon as you get at least 25 phones.

2) Our new van will arrive in late December or early January!  We are very excited.  Now be praying  

that Ford will have great rebates at the exact time of the delivery of our van!  Remember, the first van total could be as high as $42,627.64.  This is the cost before rebates.  This includes 4-wheel drive, tax, license, and DMV fees.  Rebates kick in at the time of delivery.  They are usually $1,000-$2,000.  Pray for the $2,000 rebate!  That amount would be deducted from the total listed above.  We are very close to having what we need and I am confident that it will come in before the van arrives.  I know God will provide exactly what we need when we need it.     

Remember we continue to save the ink jets, cell phones, and laser toners.  We still need one more van and a house!  God is able to deliver beyond our wildest dreams and I’m a wild dreamer!

FINANCIAL REPORT 

To date:  Money from Cell Fund (cell phones)  $1,543.95

To date:  Money from Empties4Cash (ink jets) $9,031.77

To date:  Money from Funding Factory (Epson, Canon, BCI, lasers, and cell phones) $219.20

To date:  Money from donations/local church/interest $30,378.83

Total money to date:  $41,173.75

Less money for deposit on van $1,000

Total in checkbook:  $40,173.75

I give thanks to God for each one of you who has supported us during our first year of this project.  I pray that God has blessed you for your service. Hopefully by the next update (around January 20) I’ll have a picture of the new van for you to see!  I pray that you all have a Merry Christmas. 

Debbie Wohler

PO Box 7452

390 Fairway Drive

Tahoe City, CA   96145

530-583-2925 (Pacific Standard Time)

debbiewohler@sbcglobal.net
SUMMARY OF COMPANIES AND WHAT TO SEND WHERE:

Cell phones

Cell Fund

Our Cell Fund User ID:  249332  (put our ID on the outside of the box only)

www.cellfund.com
info@cellfund.com
918-902-8521 9-5 M-F

When you get 25 cell phones they will pay for the shipping.  You must get your own box.  Do not ship accessories except any extra batteries.  

Ink Jets—all ink jets (except Epson and Canon’s without print heads)

     Empties4Cash

     Our Empties4Cash ID:  14716  (Put our ID number on the outside and inside of the box)

     www.empties4cash.com
     lillian@empties4cash.com
     1-800-456-4320


     When you get 50 ink jets they will pay for the shipping.  They will send you free boxes and posters.  

     Funding Factory—laser toners, and Epson and Canon cartridges without print heads)

     Funding Factory

     Our Funding Factory ID:  44803  (put out ID number on the outside and inside of the box)

     www.fundingfactory.com
     1-888-883-8237

     They will send you boxes and publicity materials.  They do not take remanufactured toners.  If it says:

     compatible with (a brand name) it means it’s been remanufactured.  

     Purchasing New Cartridges

     Ink Smile

     Our ID Number is:  10574

     info@inksmile.com
     www.InkSmile.com
     1-866-465-5605

     This is a cheaper place to buy replacement cartridges.  When you check out be sure you sign up to give the      

     First Baptist Church of Tahoe 5% of the purchase price.  

