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Debbie Wohler, Tahoe City, CA

Did you hear the shouts of “Thank you Jesus, Thank You Baptists” where you live?  Hope so!  On Friday, January 28th, I went to South Shore and picked up the van!!  What a joyous day!  When I got in the van, I turned on the radio and it was preprogrammed to the Christian radio station in our area!  This is another spiritual marker for me.  Henry Blackaby calls “spiritual markers” those moments when you know beyond a shadow of a doubt that it was God at work.  As I drove the van home I got all teary as I thought of each of you.  I thought about how wonderful it is that you love Jesus so much that you’d collect ink jet cartridges, cell phones, and laser toners for a crazy missionary in California!  I began to cry tears of joy as I thought about how much Jesus loves each one of us and how He provides!  God is so good!  Hallelujah!  (Can I get an Amen?!)

The van is beautiful inside and out.  It’s a good thing we took this picture at the dealership.  The van got dirty on the way home from the snow on the road!  You can see from the snow under the van that it had already been snowing that day.  If and when it ever stops snowing we’ll wash it.  It is snowing again today.  It’s supposed to snow every day this next week except Tuesday.  Last week Wednesday it snowed 1.5 feet at the church and 3 feet at the ski areas!  God’s timing is perfect!  We put the car seats in the van and are ready to pick up the preschoolers on Monday in the van.  As we drive children around we’ll think of you and your faithfulness to God.  As we drive this van, it is a powerful witness to our community about God’s provision and the love of God’s people.  I can’t wait to tell people in my community the story.  We’ve been telling them but many of them are skeptical.  They don’t know our God!

We got the $2,000 rebate!  It’s another God story!  They were only offering $1,000 rebates at the time of delivery.  I asked the dealer to check again and see if there were any other rebates available for churches or non-profit groups.  He called me back and asked me if we had workman’s compensation insurance and public liability insurance.  I said yes we do!  He said that qualified us for the extra $1,000!  This enabled us to put studded snow tires on the van (plus we have the regular tires for the summer months!)  God continues to amaze us, excite us, and remind us of His provision.  See the financial report below.  REMEMBER WE ARE JUST AT THE BEGINNING OF THIS JOURNEY WITH GOD.  HE’S GOING TO PROVIDE HOUSES AND MORE VANS SO PLEASE KEEP THOSE INK JETS, CELL PHONES, AND LASER TONERS COMING.  REMEMBER HOW YOU ARE FEELING RIGHT NOW READING THIS REPORT.  CAN YOU IMAGINE HOW YOU ARE GOING TO FEEL WHEN YOU GET THE LETTER SAYING WE GOT A HOUSE?  I HAVE THE FAITH OF A MUSTARD SEED AND GOD IS GOING TO DO MIRACULOUS THINGS!

Van Account Financial Report

To date:  Money from Cell Fund (cell phones)  $1,834.76

To date:  Money from Empties 4 Cash (ink jets) $10,388.97

To date:  Money From Funding Factory (Laser toners and non print head ink jets)  $314.40

To date:  Money from donations/local church/interest:  $35,996.47

Total:  $48,484.60

Van cost:  41,296.15

Total in checkbook as of January 28, 2006:  $7,188.45  Praise God from whom all blessings flow!
As you can see we are well on our way toward the next van or a down payment on a house.  The Toyota Previa that we use to pick up children and use as a main vehicle for our summer and semester missionaries has 161,000 miles on it.  God has also surprised with us some opportunities with houses.  There are a couple of properties that are currently renting for almost what the payments would be.  This is due to the flat housing market here.  We are currently exploring options and I’ll keep you posted.  Both needs are critical to sustaining the mission work here for the future.  We’ll just go through whatever door God opens next!

IMPORTANT UPDATE ON THE CELL PHONES: I thought the Cell Fund was just getting a new buyer for the phones that we sent them.  I was wrong.  The Cell Fund sold out to a company called Recellular.  The good news for us is they will pay more for the cell phones we send them.  We are in the early stages of working with this company and we’re trying to get a system that works both for them and for us.  We are asking you to call or e-mail Vicki Baker and let her know that you want to send cell phones to help us out.  She will talk you through the process.  Our account number is FIR004.  Please do not use the Cell Fund information any more.  Here’s the contact information for the new company.  

ReCellular

Our account: FIR004

2555 Bishop Circle West

Dexter, MI   48130

www.recellular.com
Vicki Barker: vbarker@recellular.com  (Contact Vicki and she will help you know what to do!)

1-800-441-1544 (ask for Vicki) or direct number to Vicki is 734-205-2204

When you get 25 cell phones they will pay for the shipping.  You must get your own box.  They do take accessories.  

 If you are still reading at this point, you are a saint.    

STORIES/THINGS I’VE SEEN GOD DO THIS PAST MONTH  

Josh accepted the Lord this past month.  He started his journey learning about God at A+.  He’s now in the youth group.  We rejoice with Josh.  We thank you for your mission support that makes stories like this possible!  

We had 116 children at Parents’ Night Out in January.  We had a great group of volunteers.  This is the second month we’ve been over 100 children.  It’s exciting to see God’s word being proclaimed to so many children.  God says His word will not come back void and I’m taking Him at His word!  

I’ve been talking to the President of the Tahoe Mother’s Club.  She e-mailed the board and was trying to get members of the club to donate money to the Tahoe Truckee Community Foundation.  It was one of those days when I’d just had enough.  So I wrote her a nice e-mail saying do you realize that the Foundation won’t give to our programs because we are religious organization?  I also told her that other charitable organizations in this town have turned us down because of the Bibles stories we tell the children.  She fired off an e-mail to the Foundation telling them that she wants the interest on her endowment to go to our children’s ministries!  We should receive the check in the next few days and it will be around $1,500.  She also e-mailed the Board of Directors and asked them for ideas of how to help us.  Then at our monthly Tahoe Mother’s Club board meeting (which was held at our church) they spent about 30 minutes discussing ideas to raise money for us.  I’ve had 3 good conversations about Jesus with the President now.  She was raised as a 7th Day Adventist.  She and her family don’t go to church anywhere yet.  She says she thinks she would like our church and she knows she needs to come.  What got her all and the board members fired up is the thought that we don’t deal with the housing issue in Tahoe none of the ministries that this community loves will be here in 15 years.  While the housing costs are relatively stable and flat we need to raise at least $50,000 for a down payment on a house.  A low-end house here would cost $600,000.  God has provided a couple of interesting opportunities recently.  We’ve gone to look at the houses.  We’re trying to find something we could rent out to make most of the payments.  To keep a pastor, missionary, and A+ Director in this area we really need 3 houses.  Don’t worry though, God’s on the phone and it thrills my soul that He can use people who have fallen away and some who aren’t even Christians YET to help us!  

We had our children’s Christmas musical on December 11.  We had 55 children singing.  It was so amazing.  I ran the sound and there were several times I was just sitting there bawling my eyes out.  I looked at the children and their faces looked angelic.  (For some of them this isn’t who they normally are!)  I heard them singing their lungs out about Jesus and how much He loves us.  Then I looked in the audience and realized about 80% of the people there don’t know Jesus.  “A little child will lead them!”  The musicals continue to be a great way to soften the hearts of the parents toward Jesus.  One of our hardcore A+ parents showed up at the Christmas Eve service!  We also had a Parents’ Night Out family show up at that same service.  I’ve caught a couple of the non Christian Dads shoveling snow for us and adjusting the bungee chords on the snow blower.  They are making movement and it brings a smile to my face.  Lots of times I feel like my job is to be a good will ambassador for Jesus.  In other words, many people have had a bad experience with a church or a church member and they’ve given up on God.  My job is to help them realize that even though I’m a mess that I love them and God loves them.  I try to get them to laugh, have a relationship with me, and realize that God still loves them.  I try to challenge their bad experiences and bad thoughts about Christians by helping them to have good experiences with Christians and church.  

God provides again!  When I wrote last month we had a person who was supposed to come as a semester missionary drop out at the last minute.  (Think two weeks before they were to arrive!)  I sent out a ton of e-mails and I got a call from a student.  NAMB was closed and people were taking vacations.  I thought, “I’ll never get this student through the process in time to get her here by December 31 so she could go through the orientation process with everyone else.  NAMB let me book the plane ticket for her and got her here even before she was approved.  They “colored outside the lines” and it was wonderful for this student and for us.  Don’t worry, all of her references checked out and she’s now appointed by NAMB.  I’m just grateful that there are people out there who know that exceptions to the rules sometimes can and should be made.        

We’ve had many weather challenges this past month.  We had a huge rainstorm early in the month.  There were mudslides, then snowstorms that closed all the roads in and out of the Tahoe basin for a day and a half.  Of course, this was the day when the new semester missionaries were to arrive.  We thank God for the Staffa family in Reno who picked up the missionaries at the airport.  They fed them and housed them.  We were able to get there the next day to get them.  Kelly and Susan took their car and I took my truck.  6 missionaries can really have lots of luggage.  It took us 1.5 hours to go through Carson City and 3 hours to come back over the Mt. Rose Highway.  Normally this is a one-hour drive each way.  In the middle of all of this we were without electricity for about 40 hours total.  The new missionaries have a great attitude and adapted well to the craziness that is sometimes Tahoe.  This past week we had 1.5 feet of snow at lake level where we live and 3 feet of snow at the ski areas.  Can you say, “Grab a shovel?”  

Ski ministry is up and running.  We had our ski ministry banquet this past Saturday evening.  We have lots of new ski chaplains.  (Thank you Jesus!)  We had a “Jeopardy” game to help giving out the expectations of ski chaplains be a little more fun to learn.  We then divided up into two groups.  The new ski chaplains actually experienced a ski ministry service.  The other group made suggestions for changes to our ski worship brochures and ski rack cards.  They also shared their ideas for Easter services.  

When I started writing I didn’t think I had anything to say besides “Yeah, the van’s here!”  Those of you who know me well are probably laughing your heads off!  (  There’s more to say but I think I’ll stop for now.

Prayer Requests:

I’ll be in Italy to do ministry at the Torino Olympics Feb 6-22.  I’m taking 4 other people from Tahoe with me to do ministry.  We would appreciate your prayers for safety, for boldness in proclaiming God’s word, and for being good will ambassadors for Jesus Christ.

Pray for our ski chaplains as they proclaim God’s word on the ski slopes.

Pray for LA, MS, GA, and OK as they select summer missionaries to serve here.

Pray for the recruitment for the Fall 2006 semester.

Pray that God will we will clearly hear God’s voice as we deal with the housing for the future issue.

THANK YOU FOR BEING FAITHFUL TO JESUS AND TO ME.  IT IS SUCH A BLESSING TO BE A PART OF THIS MOVEMENT OF GOD.  LET’S KEEP ON KEEPING ON AND SEE WHAT GOD DOES.  

Your joyful missionary!

Debbie Wohler

PO Box 7452

Tahoe City, CA   96145

530-583-2925

debbiewohler@sbcglobal.net
