January 3, 2005



Update #2

It’s been a wild week here in Tahoe City.  We’ve had 6.5 feet of new snow at lake level and 8-10 feet at the ski areas this week.  Next time somebody says to me,  “Suffering for Jesus at Lake Tahoe” I think I’ll hand them a shovel!  Ha!  

On a personal note, my Dad, sister and brother-in-law and my brother were all here at Tahoe for Christmas.  We had a good time and it wonderful to see them.  My Dad, sister and brother-in-law live in Illinois.  My brother lives in Sparks, NV.  

We sent in our first box of ink jet cartridges.  I am excited to tell you that we sent in 66 cartridges and we’ve already received a check for $157 for our first box.  We sent in 58 cell phones and are waiting to hear how much we’ve earned from that shipment.  The ink jet folks are even willing to send you boxes to ship the cartridges in.  The boxes are preaddressed.  I just put our account number 14716 on the return address and in the box itself. When you send the packages put your return address on the outside and our account number underneath the return address.  Then put a sheet of paper inside the box that says shipment is for:  First Baptist Church of Tahoe City, 390 Fairway Drive, Tahoe City, CA   96145   account number 14716.  The shipping is free if you have 50 cartridges or more.  Just follow the directions on the web page.  I would recommend wrapping each cartridge individually in newspaper or sticking them in a zip lock bag.  If you can get people to do it, the easiest way is for them to put the used cartridges in the box the replacement cartridge comes in.  Remember they do not accept Epson cartridges or laser toners for cash.  You can ship those in to be recycled but be sure you don’t count those as your 50.  Be sure to drop me and e-mail and let me know when you send a box so I can let you know much how your box was worth for the ministries here.  

For the cell phones, I had to get my own box.  People who have businesses are happy to get rid of old boxes.  I put a layer of bubble wrap between each layer of phones.  They too paid for shipping.  This is really an easy process I’m glad to say.  I put our account number for the cell phones:  249332 on the outside of the box and inside the box.  Once again, put your return address and then our account number underneath the return address on the outside of the box.  On the inside of the box put shipment for and then our address information and account number.  

Ideas for promotion:  We are putting an article in the local papers this week.  One man who works at a hospital in Reno has begun a drive at the hospital and has brought us a bunch of cartridges this week.  Another person who has a home at Tahoe and in the Bay Area has gotten his church involved and has given us several cartridges.  Another man and his wife fax menus to local businesses and deliver lunch to the businesses.  He’s putting our information in their next fax.  I’m sure we are just beginning to scratch the surface.  As you get together with other churches in your area please be sure to try to get them involved.  Also, look at your e-mail addresses and send the information to people you think might help us out.  I would love to hear the ideas from your end on how to get more people involved.  I still think this is a great way to talk to people about God and mission work.  

Saving money:  We’ve started a separate checking account to save for the vans.  When we receive checks from the companies the money is going directly in there.  Our A+ director recently found out how much money you can save by ordering your replacement cartridges from www.inksmile.com   She ran out of ink cartridges.  In Tahoe City the cartridge she needed (HP45) was $30.  In Reno it was $20.  At www.inksmile.com it was $9.95.  She ordered several.  They gave her free shipping because the order was over $40.  She also was able to donate 5% of the cost of the cartridges to our account number.  You can tell the person on the phone that you want the 5% to go to First Baptist Church of Tahoe City or you can hit “find my organization” and find First Baptist Church, Tahoe City, CA after you check out on the web site.  Great savings plus you are helping us in another way.  I currently have a replacement cartridge in my printer and can’t tell any difference from the ones that cost more money.  

Stories of God at work:  Right before Christmas Ryan stopped by the church.  Ryan came to A+ for several years.  He was valedictorian of his high school graduating class.  He is now a junior at Cal Poly University.  He is majoring in civil engineering.  We caught up on his life and laughed about old times.  Ryan accepted Christ as a 4th grade boy at A+.  Ryan came by the church to say thank you to us for teaching him about God.  He told us that he had stepped away from his faith for a while.  His roommate in college challenged his faith.  Ryan said he asked himself why was he able to come back to his faith in God.  He realized it was because of all the teaching and training he’d received at A+.  He told us that if we’d started this program and he was the only person who came to know Christ, then our efforts were well worth it.  He thanked us again for helping him to know Christ.  Needless to say, we stood there and cried like babies.  I would remind you to never underestimate the influence that you can have on one life.  We are all flawed individuals, but God can and will work through us if we allow Him to do so.

We’ve also been talking with Matthew and Megan.  They are two of our old children.  They are asking good questions about God.  I feel that they will become Christians in the next couple of weeks.  Pray for them.  

Our ministries at the ski areas started on December 19.  We’ve had many neat experiences out there.  This past week a woman skied up and asked me to pray for her Mom Colleen who went into the hospital for congestive heart failure.  She had two boys ages 8 and 10 with her.  They stayed for the ski service.  I was talking about new commitments we need to make for the New Year.  At the end I said we could either just have a calendar changing event this New Year or a life changing event this New Year.  I asked the audience what is it going to be for you?  The two children raised their fists in the air and said, “Life changing!”  It was very sweet.  We also held special Christmas Eve services at Northstar ski area.  

At our preschool Christmas party we had 37 children.  The children took the nativity scene pieces and told the story of the birth of Christ to the parents.  They also had a birthday party for Jesus.  We had our Christmas musical that the A+ children and the children of the church performed.  It was called “Angel Alert.”  55 children sang that Sunday morning and two hundred people watched.  The place was full and running over.  They were in the lobby and on the stairs to the balcony watching.  There wasn’t a dry eye in the house.  The Bible says, “A little child shall lead them.”  

As you can see God is working all over the place.  We are excited to tell the story and thank you for being a partner in ministry with us here in Tahoe City.

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Debbie Wohler

NAMB, Resort Missionary

PO Box 7452

390 Fairway Drive  (for UPS, Fed Ex, DHL deliveries)

Tahoe City, CA   96145      

530.583.2925 (Pacific Standard Time)

debbiewohler@sbcglobal.net

