UPDATE 22

DEBBIE WOHLER, TAHOE CITY, CA

OCTOBER 26, 2006

STORIES/THINGS I’VE SEEN GOD DO THIS PAST MONTH  

I went to Louisiana for a week this past month.  I spoke at 9 Baptist Campus Ministries, two churches, and at a volunteer appreciation banquet for resort missionary, Mary Gore.  I drove all over that state and put 1,473 miles on the rental car!  I was exhausted when I got home, but it was worth the trip.  3 college students at Grambling University in Louisiana became Christians after I spoke.  Several other students during the week felt God talking to them about serving as summer, semester, and full time missionaries.  While I was there I also got to see 10 former summer and semester missionaries.  It was a wonderful time of reunion and celebration.  I love working with college students.  They are so ready to learn about Jesus and about life!  

Annie Katelyn is a young lady from MS who has been collecting ink jets and cell phones for us.  She has turned in several boxes on our behalf.  I’ve been e-mailing her and encouraging her to keep up the good work for Jesus.  She became a Christian this past month!  Her parents are Christians and have been a huge influence in her life.  Her Mom wrote me and thanked me for my influence for Jesus in her life.  Annie Katelyn has a tradition at her church.  When someone becomes a Christian they get to have someone write a prayer of blessing for their baptism.  She asked me to write one and I did.  What an honor!  Annie Katelyn then asked the lady who was her babysitter when she was little to read the prayer.  This lady is very sweet but has had a hard life.  The ladies’ daughter was killed in a car accident last year.  The ladies’ son came to the baptism.  He had not been in church since his sister was killed.  God is at working in Annie Katelyn’s life and she is already touching others for Jesus.  We give God all the praise and glory!      

This e-mail came from a former Big A Club child, Stacey, this past month.  “I wanted to say a quick hello and goodbye.  I have accepted a position with the International Justice Mission based in Arlington, Virginia.  The International Justice Mission is a Christian agency, led by human rights professionals, that helps people overseas who are suffering from injustice and oppression and cannot rely on local authorities for relief.  The agency documents and monitors conditions of abuse and oppression, educates the public about the abuses, and mobilizes intervention on behalf of the victim.  I have been offered to be the Director of Investigations for South Asia and will be moving to Chennai, India on October 15th.  I will be investigating and training the Indian people on how to investigate the crimes of bonded slavery and child sex slavery.  I will also be working with attorneys and the Indian Government to prosecute the people who are involved in the abuse and injustice.   The job offer was very surprising and the move is going to be a little overwhelming but I am following the path that God is showing me.  Who would have thought that you and the summer missionaries would make such a huge impact on my life?”  Stacy had become a Christian at the Big A Club when she was 10 years old.  I think she’s 27 years old now.  A few years ago she went to Africa for short term missions and 60 people became Christians.  I can’t wait to see what God does in her life in India.
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GOD PROVIDES BEYOND OUR WILDEST DREAMS!!   BIG NEWS!!  Like the fish and loaves that were multiplied when the little boy brought what he had to Jesus, God has provided TWO NEW 2006 TOYOTA SIENNA SEVEN PASSENGER ALL WHEEL DRIVE VANS!  We had enough money because of your faithfulness to Jesus to purchase one van through the ink jets, cell phones, and laser toners.  One of our seven passenger vans was very old and had many miles on it.  We knew we needed to replace it.  We started having major problems with our other seven passenger van.  The local church, even though they have a huge building payment on the church building each month, voted to give us the money to buy another van.  They see God at work in the lives of the children and youth and want us to have what we need to get the job done for Jesus!  What faith!  (By the way, we had 97 children at A+ the day the picture above was taken!)   
The vans will be used to pick up children at schools and bring them to the church where they will hear about Jesus.  The vans will also be used as local transportation for our summer and semester missionaries and adult volunteer groups.  As we see the current children in our programs ride in the vans, we know by faith that God has big plans for their lives.  We’ve already seen two of our kids grow up to be full time missionaries for Jesus.  Several other children have grown up and done short term missions.  Many of the college students who have come as summer and semester missionaries and have driven those vans are now in full time missions and ministries.  I believe with all my heart that God is using this church and mission project to train up leaders and missionaries to touch the world for Jesus.  He has placed us in a unique situation and given us a ministry of sharing the gospel and training people for missions and church leadership.     

I stand in awe of a God who has provided three vans in the less than two years.  I believe that the vans were God’s way of preparing us for an even bigger God sized task.  We will continue to collect ink jets, cell phones, and laser toners.  We are now we are trusting God for at least two houses.  You read that right.  To continue the level of mission work we are doing right now, we really need four houses!  When the current staff retires in 5-15 years, those who come behind us won’t be able to live here because of the high cost of housing.  The only way we can live here now is because we got here 27-35 years ago before housing costs went crazy.  I believe housing is a pressing issue for us here in Tahoe and all up and down the state of California.  The cost of housing has escalated so rapidly and is so outrageous that churches and mission boards aren’t paying enough for new ministers and missionaries to come and minister in California.  For example, a resort missionary in Louisiana told me that she could buy 2 acres of land near the lake there for $15,000.  A half acre lot in the Tahoe area would cost over $300,000.  These lots are 15 miles from the lake!  A small 1,100 square foot house in this area is now worth over $700,000!  I know God is in this project and that He will provide a way to accomplish His purposes.  12 million people visit Lake Tahoe each year.  We have people from all over the United States and the world visiting.  It is imperative that we have churches and mission work here!   I’m trusting God for miracles.  I know that the God who can provide 3.3 million Campbell’s soup labels can provide 4 million ink jets, cell phones, or laser toners.  What about you?  Do you believe God can do it?  Will you be faithful for the long haul?   People have laughed at me when I’ve shared this dream.  That’s always how I know I’ve got a God sized task!  When we turn the key in the lock of that first house, they will know that God is capable of more than what we are able to dream or even imagine!    

PROGRAM NOTES: Empties4cash has asked me to remind you that the small baggies that they send out for smaller contributions are not to be put in the bigger boxes.  I asked them to send me a baggie so I could see what it looks like.  It will hold up to five ink jets.  They are asking that we put only ink jets with the print heads in the baggies.  Cell phones and non print head ink jets and larger numbers of the print head ink jets should be put in the larger prepaid boxes that they provide.  
VAN ACCOUNT FINANCIAL REPORT—SEE HOW EVERY DONATION HELPS!!  (
To date:  Cell Fund/Recellular-- $2,854.04

 

= $  2,854.04  

To date:  Empties 4 Cash --$24,544.46 + 2,128.16 


= $26,672.62
To date:  Funding Factory--$910.72




= $     910.72     




To date:  Donations/local church/interest:  $39,011.98 + 27,039.90
= $66,051.88
Total:    $96,489.26
Less van #1 cost $41,296.15
Less van #2 cost $26,499.51

Less van #3 cost $26,499.51

Less check stamp      $12.00 

Total in checkbook as of October 26, 2006:      $2,182.09   GOD IS AMAZING!

Through your efforts of collecting ink jets, cell phones, and laser toners we received $2,128.16 this month!!  You are amazing in your faithfulness to the Lord!  I love it that God can take items that we formerly saw as trash and use them to accomplish His purposes.  Thanks for being full of faith and helping us out for the long haul.         

Joyfully His,  
Debbie Wohler, NAMB Home Missionary

PO Box 7452

Tahoe City, CA   96145

530-583-2925 (Pacific Standard Time)

debbiewohler@sbcglobal.net
www.tahoeministries.com
