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Favorite quotes from the children this month:

I was working with a 5th grade boy named Kai on a report about a specific explorer.  The final question was, “What did the explorer do with the rest of his life after he’d finished his exploration?  Kai wrote, “Not much.  He was dead at the bottom of the sea!”  I laughed out loud.  Then I had to explain to Kai why that was such a funny answer.  

Nell was talking with the “How To Become A Christian class” about the sacrifice that Jesus had made on the cross.  She talked about how Jesus’ side was pierced with a sword.  Ingrid raised her hand and asked in the most serious and genuine way, “Did Jesus have a belly button and was it an ‘innie’ or an ‘outie’ belly button?”  

Miss Kristen, one of our semester missionaries said: "Thomas, can you eat some more meat off your sandwich before you eat something else?" Thomas said, "No that's not meat!  It’s ham!"

Every night as he leaves the church, Devin Schnoor, a 3 three year old preschooler stops at the manager scene and says, “Good night baby Jesus, I’ll see you tomorrow!”   

Favorite stories 

We are gearing up to start our ski ministry.  Every Sunday between Christmas and Easter we hold church services at six different ski areas.  Every year before we start I contact the management to be sure that we are allowed to hold services at their particular ski area again this year.  The management at each ski area seems to change about every 2-5 years.  When I finally tracked down the new manager of Homewood Ski area, I discovered that she was a Christian.  I have been doing ski ministry for 27 years and this is the first ski area management that has confessed Jesus as Lord.  She attends church in Truckee, a town which is 13 miles away.  We have to recruit about 40 chaplains to get the services covered for the whole season so we’ve been recruiting in several churches.  This manager was sitting in church and heard about how we do ski ministry at several areas and found at that we do ski ministry at her area.  She said, “I didn’t know that but I’m thrilled that we do!”   

Kelly and Kristen are two of our semester missionaries.  They went with Craig, our youth pastor, to visit a 19 year old who was in the hospital.  Jessica had a heart attack from Meth overdose about 7 months ago. She has lost many motor skills and is working hard to get her skills back.  Jessica came to a youth retreat at the church awhile back.  Jessica told those visiting her that she’d started with the little drugs and within a couple years was hitting the hard stuff.  All her friends were doing it and she didn't think she had enough strength to say no.  She began crying because now she knows the outcome of her actions.  The night she had a heart attack, her heart stopped for 7 minutes.  She knows she has a second chance at life, even if it isn't as she would have planned it.  She is dealing with her actions and how if effects her and all the people around her.  As tears streamed down her face, she poured her heart out to us about her fears, doubts, anger, frustration, and hopelessness.  Kristen, Kelly, and Craig were able to encourage her with scripture and prayer.  Her roommate in the hospital is a believer in Christ and Craig told us that he has been praying for that since she got there.  Her roommate had family visiting and as we were leaving and we all prayed together.  God is working in Jessica's life.  She is realizing that God has a purpose for her life and wants her to be His tool.  Jessica hasn’t accepted Christ yet so please pray for her salvation.  I thank God for Craig, Kelly, and Kristen who are faithfully sharing Christ with her.  

You may remember me writing about Annie Katelyn from MS.  She became a Christian a couple of months ago.  I was blessed to get to write the prayer for her baptism.  She lives in MS and looks like she’s in about the 5th grade.  This month I opened the mail and there was a check for $800 in it.  It was from Annie Katelyn’s church.  Annie Katelyn and the G.A’s from her church made “Believe” T-Shirts and sold them.  They wanted the money to go the housing for future staff fund.  I love this girl.  She has a “can do” attitude for Jesus.  As far as I know, no one but the Holy Spirit told them to do this.  Annie Katelyn inspires me to continue to “dream big dreams for Jesus.”  If that weren’t enough blessing for one month, I opened the mail and found a check for $3,000 from John and Lois of MO for the future housing fund.  God is providing beyond my wildest dreams.

Mary writes, “I love telling people about your ministry.”  I collected some old cell phones at Cingular the other day.  I had an opportunity to share with everyone in the store the use of them.  God is good.”  This got me so excited.  My dreams aren’t just about getting the things we need to provide for the future of the mission work here.  My dream is that we also ask the non Christian to save ink jets, cell phones, and laser toners and use this as an opportunity to tell people about Jesus!  Mary has caught the real dream which is that people need to know Jesus and that God can use everything and everyone to draw people to Himself.     

We had to call child protective services this month.  We are very worried about a 3 year old boy and his family situation.  It was a very hard thing to do but it was the right thing to do.  He was allowed to stay in his home but his Mom and boyfriend are now being watched very closely.  I go to “Curves” to work out.  “Curves” called us and asked us if there was a family they could support for Christmas.  We gave them the 3 children’s ages and sizes as well as that of the parents.  We want to show God’s love in a tangible way to this family.  We gave the presents to the Mom this week.  She had a whole car full of toys to give to the children.  She also had gift certificates at Wal-Mart and a local grocery store.  We are praying that this family will see God in a tangible way through these gifts.  Two of our “Curves” friends came to our Women’s Christmas party and one of them came to church on Sunday.  God is good!  
I wish you could have been at the church on December 10th.  We had our children’s Christmas musical.  We had 60 children singing their hearts out about Jesus.  The place was packed.  We filled our parking lot and two more parking lots!  Many of these families don’t go to church anywhere.  Many of the parents were moved to tears.  You really can see God clearly through children!  

Program Updates
 

We continue to learn things about the program.  One lady was told by Fed Ex and Empties4Cash that you could send several boxes at the same time with only one box having the Empties4cash and Fed Ex label.  She was told that the Fed Ex person could print up labels from the first box.  This is not true.   If you send in several boxes at the same time they either have to be the Empties4Cash boxes or if they are plain boxes with laser toners, they have to have the free shipping label that Empties4cash will send you.  Be sure that when you are running low on the labels to put on the boxes that aren’t from Empties4Cash, to go ahead and request most shipping labels a week or so before you need them.  
 

VAN ACCOUNT FINANCIAL REPORT—SEE HOW EVERY DONATION HELPS!!  (
To date:  Cell Fund/Recellular-- $2,854.04 + $28.00
 

= $  2,882.04  

To date:  Empties 4 Cash --$27,912.18 + 1,064.38


= $28,976.56
To date:  Funding Factory--$990.12 + $36.60


= $  1,026.72     




To date:  Donations/local church/interest:  $66,051.88 + $7,866.58
=$73,918.46
Total:   $106,803.78
Less van #1 cost $41,296.15
Less van #2 cost $26,499.51

Less van #3 cost $26,499.51

Less check stamp      $12.00 

Total in checkbook as of December 19, 2006:   $12,496.61   GOD IS AMAZING!

Through your efforts we received $8,967.56 this month!!  
You can see by the update number that we’ve been doing this for two years now.  I stand in awe of God and what He can do.  We have a long way to go to get 4 houses at Tahoe but I am confident that He who began a good work will bring it to completion!  I am so grateful for you and your faithfulness to God and to this mission project.  
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