February 4, 2005
UPDATE #3

Mission Stories:  We rejoice to tell you that Megan and Matthew accepted Christ in January.  Megan is in 4th grade and Matthew is in 5th grade.  Their father became a Christian this past fall.  Russ, the father, was so excited about his baptism that he called our local newspaper.  They sent a photographer who took great pictures and wrote a fabulous article in two local newspapers.  We are witnessing to Russ’s wife, Audrey who is a Buddhist.  The whole family is going to a  “Purpose Drive Life” Bible study.  The whole family is reading a chapter of the book together each night and praying before they go to bed.  

Becky, one of our former summer and semester missionaries, called me on Sunday.  She was so excited.  Her church in Idaho is starting full day summer ministries for children.  They are patterning their ministries after the ones we have here in Tahoe City.  

I’ve been asked to be on the advisory board of an organization called, “Tahoe Mothers’ Club.”  I attended a meeting last week and it was a great outreach opportunity.  Many of the mothers aren’t Christians.  In their next newsletter they are publishing the information about collecting the ink jet cartridges and cell phones.  They want me to write for the newsletter from time to time.  They of course asked me to not be “too religious.”  I laughed.  I said, “Everything I do and all I’m about is having a relationship with Jesus Christ.”  We settled for now me giving them funny stories about the children for the newsletter.  I’m sure this is God’s way of getting me in touch with more folks who aren’t Christians.  I’m sure in time their trust level will increase.  They are already advertising our Parents’ Night Out and My Morning Out ministries in their weekly e-news that goes to 100 mothers.  On that same note, the community has started a “First Friday” program to try to encourage people to shop and dine locally.  In conjunction with this they are advertising our Parents” Night Out ministry which happens the first Friday of the month during the school year.  The information went out to every customer of the Tahoe City Public Utility District.  It was also in this weeks’ paper in their promotional advertisement.  If you had told me that you could get non-Christians to do your pay for and do publicity for you I would have laughed.  However, I’m reminded again that we have a BIG God and He is at work.  Our purpose in all of our outreach ministries is to meet “felt needs” like child care so that we might have opportunities to share with them their “real need” which is Jesus Christ.  

Project update:

· We now have 72 people who have asked to be on our monthly e-mail updates.  It has been very exciting to hear from churches all over the country.  Your e-mails are an encouragement to me.  I expect God will do even more amazing things because people are praying.   Remember to keep me posted if your e-mail address changes.  E-mail is the most cost effective way for us to stay in touch with you.

· From First Baptist Church of Tahoe City we’ve sent in 201 ink jet cartridges.  We’ve received $239.50 so far and have more money coming in a few days from the last box we sent.  They send the money within 5 business days of receiving your box.  

· We have sent in 170 cell phones so far.  It takes 4-6 weeks to receive payment for these items.  We will update you each month on numbers and money as we receive this information.

· FBC Philadelphia, MS has sent in 50 phones.
· FBC Madison, MS has sent in 100 phones.  
· Mt. Olive Baptist Church in AL has 52 phones ready to ship.  
· If you have already sent items directly to the companies, please let me know so that I can track them.  
· The Sacramento Baptist Associational office has agreed to be the drop off point for all cell phones and ink jet cartridges in the Sacramento, CA area.  They have put the project in their associational newsletter for the past three months!  It would be great if each of you would get the churches in your association involved in this project.  

I am attaching two important documents.  The documents contain the specific information to ship the cell phones and ink jet cartridges.   Important changes are listed in these attachments.  For example, the cell phone folks no longer want us to ship accessories.  They are also suggesting that if you have independent companies who sell cell phones ask them if you can put a box in their store for the old cell phones.  Most businesses that have been asked to do this have said yes.  We highly encourage you to call the ink jet company and request the free boxes to ship the cartridges in as well as order free posters to publicize the project.  

Once again I would remind you that we are not on any deadline.  I suspect we’ll be doing this project for several years.  To be good stewards of our money, it is best if you wait until you’ve received 50 of the cell phones or 50 ink jet cartridges so that you can get free shipping.  We are learning about this project right along with you.  We’ll update you each month with the latest changes and things that we’ve learned along the way.  

You are our best source of publicity.  Please be sure to tell other people on in your church, association, places of business, and state about this project.  It would be wonderful if you’d share the mission stories and the progress with your church so they can see how God is at work in all of this.  

By faith, I know God is doing and will do great things.

Prayer requests:

· Traveling mercies and God’s leadership for the following speaking engagements.

1. FBC Snellville, GA—Global Impact Celebration-- Feb 8-14

2. State Evangelism Conference—Costa Mesa, CA—Feb 21-22

3. Immanuel Baptist Church—Global Impact Celebration—Highland, CA Feb 23-27.

· Pray for ski chaplains safety and boldness as they proclaim the gospel at 6 different ski areas each Sunday between Christmas and Easter.

· Pray for children and adults to come to know Jesus

Thanks again for your faithful support, love, prayers, and encouragement.  This is an exciting journey of faith.  

Blessings!

Debbie Wohler

PO Box 7452

Tahoe City, CA   96145

530-583-2925 (Pacific Standard Time)

debbiewohler@sbcglobal.net

