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Favorite quotes from the children this month:
Kobe is a first grader.  He just found out that his Mom is going to have a baby.  Kobe has a sister who is in the fourth grade.  We asked him if he was hoping for a baby brother or a baby sister.  He said, “I want a brother.”  We then asked him, “What if you get a baby sister?”  He thought for a moment and said, “We’ll sell her on E-bay!”  

Pat is a kindergartener who struggles with doing the right thing.  He has been spending significant time with Miss April in her office lately.  One day he said, “Miss April, I was here all day yesterday and I didn’t even go to your office!”  We all said, “Thank you Jesus!”  

Pierce is two.  He was at our My Morning Out ministry.  The kids have all been sick with colds.  Pierce’s nose was running like crazy.  Jennifer sat down beside Pierce, got a Kleenex, and wiped his nose.  He reached over and touched Jennifer’s nose and said, “Booger!”  We all died laughing because Pierce was pointing at the diamond stud in Jennifer’s diamond nose.  

When you ski on a groomed run, it’s wonderful.  After people have skied on a run all day, it creates mounds of snow that are called moguls.  Oliver, a kindergartener skied at Homewood.  He skied on a hard black diamond run called “The Face.”  We all laughed at Oliver when he said, “I skied “The Face” but I fell down and hit all the mobiles!  

Lucia came to My Morning Out when she was two.  Honestly, she didn’t like the program very much.  For a whole semester she cried for what seemed like hours every time she came.  Lucia is now in our preschool.  She has a big smile on her face each day and she loves it.  Lucia ran up to Miss Nell one day this month and hugged and kissed her.  When Nell told her Mom about how wonderful Lucia has been, her Mom said, “That’s great to hear!  We thought when she was two that you were probably were calling her Lucifer and pouring holy water over her head because she was screaming so much!”  

Favorite things I’ve seen God do this month:

Devon is four and comes to our preschool.  The teacher was doing the resurrection eggs.  They’d looked at several eggs when Devon said, “Jesus isn’t in the egg!  He’s in our hearts!”  
Dave, one of our preschooler’s Dads, asked his son, Luke, if he wanted to go skiing for the morning.  The son replied, “No Dad!  I’d rather go sing Jesus songs with Miss Kelly at the church.”  This is from a four year old whose family doesn’t go to church anywhere!  I was talking with the Mom in this family this past week.  She says that after ski season they are going to start coming to church.  She said, “I just feel so loved when I am here!”  She showed up on Easter Sunday and brought a friend!  God is good!  

Brian used to come to A+ as a child.  He became a Christian in the fourth grade.  He’s 20 now and is struggling with his faith.  By God’s providence, Kristen, one of our former semester missionaries, has stayed in town and works at Starbucks with Brian.  She was talking with Brian about his doubts and fears and was trying to encourage him.  As they were talking Brian said to Kristen, “When I’m having a hard time believing that God could forgive me for the things I’ve done, I think back and remember the A+ musical we did that had a song in it called, ‘He Forgives and Forgets’ and I feel better!”  If you ever wonder if the seeds you plant in a young person’s heart is still there, reread this story and say, “Thank you God for the promise that your word will not come back void!”  

Tahoe Mother’s Club sends out e-mail reminders of their meetings.  In one of their e-mail blasts this month it said, “Drop your children off at the First Baptist Church for My Morning Out.”  They planned a snowshoe hiking trip for the Mom’s around our ministry.  On a similar note, a friend of mine works for an organization in town that sends out e-mail blasts to businesses in town.  She calls me a couple of times a month and promotes something that the church is doing.  She lets our community know about things like Parents’ Night Out, saving ink jets, cell phones and laser toners, and about our upcoming A+ preschool preview day and registration.    

The Reno Gazette Journal showed up one Sunday at our ski ministry service at Mt. Rose.  They took pictures and did a nice article about ski ministry at Lake Tahoe.  I love how God uses all means possible to draw people to Himself.  I didn’t call this lady or ask her to an article.  God’s Spirit prompted her and she responded.  It was a great reminder that God is at work drawing people to Himself.  

Last summer we had two kids, Jaylyn and Woody, come to our program for the first time.  As one of the missionaries was telling the bible story, they interrupted and said, "Wait, who is God?"  Our hearts broke for those kids.  When the school year started Jaylyn came to A+.   For the most part she stays pretty quiet during bible study, but it seems like she is soaking it all in.  Each day Jennifer, the teacher, asked for a volunteer to pray.  One day this month Jaylyn asked if she could pray!  She’s made great progress.  She’s gone from not knowing who God is to praying to Him! 

Jennifer makes it a point at the end of each Bible study to remind the children to take what they have learned and share it with someone when they leave the program.  It was the end of the day and Jennifer was cleaning the bathrooms.  She overheard Sunshine, one of the girls in her class, telling her mom about what she heard during bible study.  Not only was she telling her mom about it, but she said it with such excitement.  It brought Jennifer to tears as she heard Sunshine say, "Hey Mom, maybe we could read that story sometime 'cause it's in the Bible."  We are so thankful that God allows us to see the seeds that are being sown in the hearts of these kids!  One of the ladies who come to our church is now bringing Sunshine and her two year old brother to church on Sundays.

There are between 12-25 kids who come each day to the 3rd-6th grade class at A+.  Some of the older children are asking great God questions.  There is such a variety of maturity as well as spiritual background in this class that it’s hard to keep the kids on the same topic.  Three of us met this past week to solve the problem.  We’re dividing the children up into two groups.  We thought about calling them “milk” and “meat” but decided someone might figure that out.  The kids get to name the groups and we get to choose who goes in what group.  Some children need more seeds sown in their lives and others are very close to making a decision for Christ.   We feel that this will give us more time to answer the specific questions 

I was asked to speak to a local service group this month.  This was a divine appointment!  About two years ago I applied for a grant from this organization.  I was denied because “they don’t give to religious organizations.”  That I was asked to speak to them was amazing!  I got to talk about what we do and about God.  After I spoke, I began a conversation with a lady.  It turns out that she is a retired teacher who has moved up here from Southern California.  She was a special education teacher and a reading specialist.  This is just what we need.  We have so many children who are struggling in school.  I asked her to come and volunteer as a tutor.  That was two weeks ago.  I thought she might show up one day a week.  The first week she volunteered two days and this week she volunteered four days!  

One Sunday afternoon this month we did a booth for the Tahoe Mother’s Club Preschool Fair.  We saw several of our current parents there.  They were telling others who didn’t know about us that “We’re the best place in town for their children.”  We got to meet new families and share with them.  

Over the course of the past several months I’ve attended 8 meetings for the local schools.  There are declining enrollments in some schools and other schools are bursting at the seams.  I started going to these meetings because the decisions made by this group could potentially impact our A+ before and after school program.  I wanted to get information and try to influence the decision in our favor.  My role has changed through the course of these meetings.  The meetings have become quite heated.  Rumors and accusations are flying.  Many of the meetings were worse than the worst church business meeting you’ve ever seen.  I couldn’t believe how people were attacking each other.  My role is now more one of a peacemaker.  I try very hard to hear what each “side” is feeling and thinking.  I’ve tried very hard to facilitate communication and help each group to be more kind in what they say and how they say it.  I’ve tried to get them to listen to each other and find mutual solutions.  What’s been interesting is at the last meeting when both groups finally got together, we found that that both “sides” like some of the same options on the table!  Now all we have to do is convince the school board to listen to the people in both local communities.  It’s been an interesting learning experience watching people try to communicate that change needs to happen.  I’ve learned that how you set things up, how you communicate, and how you get people to listen to each other is critical.    

Program Updates:

Empties4cash is now paying money for Canon cartridges.  It also looks like they are paying .02 for Epson cartridges.  Yeah!  It really is amazing how significant .02 can be when it’s multiplied by each one of you who sends in a box.  Jesus talks all the time in the parables about the difference that small things make so don’t ever think that what you do isn’t making a difference.     

Mildred Leslie, one of our supporters, got her boss to order new ink jet cartridges from InkSmile.  Her boss liked the price as well as the way the cartridges performed.  When you send your cartridges in to Empties4cash, they refill them and resell them through their company called Ink Smile.  InkSmile has decided that now they will give us (exclusively) a 10% cash rebate on every cartridge our supporters buy.  We received a check last week for $101.80.  Thank you Jesus!  Just about the time we start getting discouraged, God finds an additional way to meet our needs.  If you’d like to check out InkSmile and see their prices you can go to www.inksmile.com  Their phone number is 1-866-465-5605.  Our new account number with InkSmile is 10172.  We still have the same number account number 14716 with Empties4cash.  
Prayer Requests and Praises:
· We are still looking for semester missionaries for the fall 08 semester.  We still just have one “for sure” person.  We’ve had a few leads and in my heart I believe at least a couple of them will say “yes.”  However, we still need a total of 6.  I’ve appreciated those of you who have given me leads, given the information to your college age students at your church, and have prayed.  I firmly believe if we do our part in getting the word out, God will do His part and move in the hearts of students.  I will follow up on every lead that you give me.

· I’m going on vacation April 6-20.  Every year I go somewhere warm to reward myself for making it through another winter.  Since Hawaii is the closest great beach to us, my roommate and I are going to Maui to rest and be slugs on the beach.  

· We had great Easter services on the beach, at church, and on the ski slopes.  I’ll write more about that next month.  

HOUSE ACCOUNT FINANCIAL REPORT-EVERY DONATION HELPS!!  
To date:  Cell Fund/Recellular-- $2,946.54



=$  2,946.54  

To date:  Empties 4 Cash --$45,847.17 + $666.63


=$46,513.80
To date:  Funding Factory--$1,232.92



= $ 1,232.92
To date:  Local Church Donations-- $86,975.11


=$86,975.11

To date:  Other Donations--$15,595.00 + $70.00


=$15,665.00
To date:  Interest--$907.37 + $187.91



=$  1,095.28  

To date:  InkSmile—$101.80





=       101.80
Total:  $154,530.45
Less van #1 cost $41,296.15
Less van #2 cost $26,499.51

Less van #3 cost $26,499.51

Less check stamp      $12.00 

Total in checkbook and certificate of deposit as of March 24, 2008:  $60,223.28! GOD IS AMAZING!  Through your efforts we received $1,026.34 this month!!  Keep up the great work for the Lord!!  I appreciate you!!      
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