March 16, 2005



UPDATE 4


Debbie Wohler, Tahoe City, CA

Mission Stories:  I was reminded again about the eternal importance of what we are doing here this past weekend.  Elizabeth was a 25-year old young lady who died this week.  My roommate and I were driving home from Reno on Saturday night when we heard the news on the radio that Elizabeth had been killed in a skiing accident.  She crashed into a tree and was killed instantly.  Elizabeth accepted Christ at our programs in 1992 and was baptized in Lake Tahoe on June 7, 1992.  We could say confidently to her father and to our community that Elizabeth is with Christ.  During Elizabeth’s later teen age years we had lost track of her.  Recently she had begun picking up a friend’s son at A+.  She said to me last week, “Debbie I know I was a handful when I was young, but I’m better now!”  I smiled and told her that I loved her as a child and I loved her now.  Elizabeth is “better now.”  She is with Jesus.  So many times we have a tendency to get caught up in the day-to-day things of life that we tend to forget that what we do or don’t do each day gives people a chance to prepare for eternity.  Your mission giving and prayerful support placed people here in Lake Tahoe so that Elizabeth could be with Jesus.  Thank you!  Please pray for Lee, Elizabeth’s father and for the many in our community who knew Elizabeth.  Pray for us that God would us this as an opportunity for us to talk with people about a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

This past week we had two volunteers come and help in the programs.  One was Miss Ashley from Louisiana and the other was Miss Brittany from Mississippi.  They introduced themselves this way to the children.  One of the kindergarteners said, “I’m confused.  I know who Miss Ashley is and I know who Miss Brittany is but who is Miss Ssippi!  (The child thought that Mississippi was a person!)  

Project update:

· We have 107 people who have signed up for our monthly e-mail updates.  There are another 20 churches that have sent cell phones and ink jet cartridges directly to us but don’t have e-mail address.  E-mail is the cheapest and fastest way for us to keep in contact with each of you.  

· To date we have collected 409 cell phones and 484 ink jet cartridges.  

· We have put 207.45 in the bank from cell phones and 613.75 from the ink jet cartridges for a total of $821.20.  There are more cell phones and ink jet cartridges with the companies waiting to be processed so there’s more money on the way!  
· The Tahoe Mother’s Club put an article in their newsletter about the ink jet and cell phone project.  Illinois WMU is sending information to 800 of their WMU Directors.  New Mexico is sending it out to all of their WMU Directors.  I just got a call today from the Christian Index in GA.  They will run an article at the end of the month.  NC has also contacted their WMU Directors.   If your state has already done publicity on this, please let me know.  It is excited to see this project grow.  
· I’ve contacted all State WMU Directors and all State Baptist papers.

The God sized task

God has been working in my heart and I want to share with you.  I originally thought we are supposed to get two vans by collecting ink jet cartridges and cell phones.  I still think that.  But I also now believe we are supposed to do that and buy a house!  Can you believe it?  This is certainly a God sized task!  I am concerned about the mission work throughout California.  The cost of housing here is outrageous.  The median price of a house in Tahoe now is $891,000.  The median price of a condo is $400,000!  (Doesn’t that make housing costs in your area look great?  Ha!)  My pastor is 58 years old.  He’s been here for 33 years.  I’m 49 years old and have been here for 25 years.  Our A+ Director is 45 and has been here for 18 years.  The Lord willing, we all are planning on being here until we retire.  We are concerned about what will happen to the mission work here when we retire.  We’ll need three houses just to keep what we’ve got going now.  I’m asking the Lord for two vans and a house.  Before you laugh let me remind you of who God is.  With the Campbell’s soup label project He got 3,755 churches involved and we collected 3.3 million labels.  If we just collect 1 million ink jet cartridges and cell phones we can meet our goal.  I suspect God may be going to do bigger things than I can even dream or imagine but I’m letting you know what I can dream and imagine.  I’m not in any hurry.  I’m on God’s timetable and that’s a good place to be.    

We are on the front end of a great movement of God.  You are a part of this movement.  You believe that God can do mighty things with just a little bit from each one of us.  You want boys and girls and men and women to know Jesus.  I can’t wait to tell you the end of the story one day.  It’s going to be fabulous!  Here’s what I need from you.

· Let me know if the information you get about collecting and shipping the ink jet cartridges and the cell phones is correct and understandable.  In other words, as you ship your first 50 ink jets or cell phones did the instructions make sense?  Did you find a better way to do it?  I am learning right along with you.  There will be hundreds or thousands of others who have to read this information.  I want it to be as clear and easy as possible.  

· Remind people that the shipping is free if you get 50 ink jets or 50 cell phones.  I got a package yesterday that had $20 in postage on the package.  It broke my heart that they had spent that much.  Free also generates more excitement than paying money for shipping. The ink jet folks will even send you a box to ship the cartridges and free posters for publicity.  

· Please put our account number underneath your return address on the box and in the box of the ink jet cartridges.  For the cell phones just put our account number underneath your return address on the box.  You don’t need to put anything else in the box.  You don’t have to inventory the ink jet cartridges or the types of cell phones.  Our account number for the empties4cash is:  14716.  Our user ID for the cell phones is:  249332.  Put these numbers under the return address on the outside of your package.  
· If you haven’t seen an article in your state paper would you contact them and ask them to put something in your state paper about this project?  I can resend the information to them if they need it.  They might respond faster to our request to get information out in your state if it comes from someone in that state.  If you could contact other churches in your area, association WMU directors, and state WMU directors to encourage them to participate this would be wonderful!  E-mail your friends with this information.  You’ll be amazed at how fast this spreads across the country.  We’ve already received cell phones and ink jets from the following states:  MS, CA, TX, GA, MO, SC, FL, OH, NM, IN, NC, AL, LA, HI, and OK.  That’s 15 states already.  Let’s shoot for all 50!  

· Encourage folks to buy their refill cartridges at: www.inksmile.com Their phone number is 1-866-465-5605.  The cartridges are cheaper than if you buy them at Sam’s Club, Costco, or Office Depot.  If you do this, the company will give the church 5% of the purchase price.  You must click on find my organization and then choose the city and state for the church to get the rebate.  Find Tahoe City, CA First Baptist Church and click on that.  If you call the toll free number and place your order, remind them to give the 5% rebate to First Baptist Church of Tahoe City, CA.  Our account number is:  10574.  If you place an order for more than $40 worth of cartridges at a time you’ll get free shipping as well.  Even though the company doesn’t accept laser toners for recycling, if the people who use laser toners will order them from www.inksmile.com the church can get the 5% rebate mentioned previously.  

Prayer Requests

· Pray for Lee, Elizabeth’s Dad as he mourns the loss of his daughter.
· Pray for Todd, our snow removal guy, who had a motorcross accident.  He is paralyzed from the neck down.  He is supposed to have surgery to fuse the spinal column, but they can’t get his temperature down.
· Pray for upcoming Easter services at 6 different ski areas as well as a community service on the beach and two at the church.
· Please pray that God would supply needed semester missionaries for the Fall 2005 semester.
· Pray for adult volunteer groups that are needed in August and December.  If you’d like more information about your church supplying this need, please contact me.  If you can’t do it this year but would be willing to think about it in the future, please let me know.
I am attaching the cell phone shipping instructions and the ink jet shipping instructions and the one page publicity to pass along to others.  Thank you so much for all of your help and encouragement.  Your faithfulness to Christ is an inspiration to me.

Blessings!

Debbie Wohler,

Home Missionary, NAMB

PO Box 7452

390 Fairway Drive

Tahoe City, CA   96145

530-583-2925 (Pacific Standard Time)

debbiewohler@sbcglobal.net
