April 9, 2005



UPDATE 5


Debbie Wohler, Tahoe City, CA

Mission Stories:  The week before Palm Sunday the preschoolers were hearing the story of Jesus riding into Jerusalem.  For many of these children it is the first time they have heard the Easter story.  One of the 4 year olds raised his hand and asked, “Miss April isn’t Jesus riding into Jerusalem kind of like Shrek riding into town on his donkey?”  We laughed and then explained that Jesus riding into Jerusalem was far more important.  The preschool had an Easter party.  They used the Resurrection eggs and told their parents the stories of Jesus.  Most of these parents aren’t Christians yet.  

I am on the Board of Directors for the Tahoe Mother’s Club.  This past week they had a potluck board meeting at our church.  Sally is the President of the Club.  It was wonderful to see her take the board members around the church and give them a tour of the building.  She was singing the praises of our programs.  Sally isn’t a Christian!  For several of the board members this was their first exposure to our church.  It was truly a God moment to have a non-Christian telling them what a great church this was.  She said, “This church really gets it and serves the community in profound ways.”  Jesus said, “All men will know that you are my disciples if you have love one for one another.”    

Todd is our snow removal guy who had a motorcycle accident and has a severe spinal injury.  Todd’s not a Christian and we are praying for him to know Christ.  Our church, A+ kids, men’s group, etc. have all been praying, visiting, e-mailing, and encouraging him.  Jonathan is a guy from our church who goes to men’s Bible study.  He’s a recovering alcoholic.  He’s relatively new in the faith.  It’s exciting to see him growing.  He’s the guy that in January at a Bible study was so moved by God’s word that he said afterwards, “This Bible’s got some great s---- in it!”  (I hope you can handle this!  It’s the world I live in and minister to! Jonathan said it like you and I would be saying, “This Bible’s got great stuff in it!”) The men of course helped him to know it wasn’t o.k. to cuss.  Jonathan is a friend to Todd who had the accident.  He’s sending out e-mails to people in town keeping them posted on Todd’s progress.  He’s organized men in the community to do Todd’s snow route and keep his business going at no cost to Todd.  Jonathan is witnessing and talking about God in every e-mail progress report he sends out.  I was in tears as I read this portion of today’s e-mail.  God is working in Jonathan’s heart and Jonathan is growing and telling others about how great God is!  Here’s the e-mail.  

“I'm headed up to see Todd this afternoon. I have some pretty good pictures from my trip I want him to have. What a great trip. This is the third trip the men's group from my church have taken. When our new church was built a group of men from Texas came out to help build. After our church was done we felt that what goes around comes around. Most of the men in our group are contractors so we have a lot to give. We can do over $25,000.00 worth of work in a week, and this trip was no exception. 19 men came down, some for 5 days some for 2 or 3. We did a lot of work and had a lot of fun too. This was a black church that moved to a bad part of town. Hopefully it will be a beacon and help the community. Monday night their praise team came and sang for us. Wow! They rock! Really powerful. Since Todd's been hurt I cry easy now. When we all prayed together, man, I cried. It was great! Tuesday night their men's group made us dinner, chicken and ribs. Afterwards we heard some of the men's powerful testimony. Weds was quiet, Thursday we went to an Italian restaurant in the city. Pulled out Friday. Friday afternoon our pastor gathered us together and we prayed, then we put the names of all the men who worked on the project on a beam in the stage. Pastor Dan and the men from Tahoe asked me to put Todd's name on the beam too! More tears. I did borrow some of his tools. Now we have a whole other church praying for Todd. And man, these guys can pray! When that whole choir starts singing and swaying, we'll all feel it here in Tahoe. It was a wonderful, powerful week and we all look forward to going back to the church when it's all done.   It feels good to finally be able at write a nice long letter full of good news. Praise the Lord, and all you people for keeping Todd in your prayers and thoughts. God bless you and Todd, Love Jonathan”

I love helping the kids with their homework at A+.  I’m trying to teach them to tackle the hard things and believe that with God’s help they can do anything.  One child said, “When my Mom sees that I got all my homework done, she’s going to be so proud of me!”  Grant, who was sitting next to her said, “My Mom won’t even notice or care!”  My heart broke.  We are giving Grant extra attention and trying to brag on him to his Mom.  No child should go unnoticed.  We’re helping second grader Grant to know that God notices, cares, and gave His son Jesus for Him.

I hope as you read the stories of God at work here in Tahoe City you also stop and see God at work in your community.  God promises that His word will not come back void.  Keep planting those seeds in people’s heart.  Trust the Father.  He is able to far more than He are able to dream or imagine.  

Project Update

· We have 140 people signed up for our monthly updates.  33 other churches have sent boxes of items directly to us and have contacted us by mail.  
· We raised $1,444.10 so far.  God is good!
· The GA Baptist Paper, “The Christian Index” put an article about the ink jet and cell phone collection in their paper this month.  Marty King from the North American Mission Board saw it and has now put the project on the NAMB web site.  He’s going to try to get Baptist Press to do an article.
· Anything you can do to help get the word out in your church, association, state, or circle of friends will be greatly appreciated.  

Prayer Requests

· Pray for me as I speak at the State WMU meeting in MO April 13-16.  I’ll also get to see my Dad and sister while I’m back in that part of the country.  
· Pray for Todd’s salvation and physical recovery
· Pray for the summer missionaries who will arrive June 1.
· Pray that God will provide the semester missionaries we need for the Fall semester.  We have some good leads.
· Thank God for our ski chaplains.  We’ll have our end of the year appreciation BBQ and last ski ministry service for the season tomorrow.  We’ve had close to 1,000 people attend the services on the ski slopes this year.
· Thank God that I’m going on vacation to Maui for two weeks April 18-May 2.  It’s continued to snow here.  We got 10” yesterday.  We’ve had snow on the ground since October.  The whole community is struggling with their attitude.  It may snow again tonight!  Every year I treat myself to two weeks on the beach for making it through another winter here.  This makes 26 winters at Tahoe.  The new of snow and snow shoveling has worn off!  (
I thank God for each of you.  Sometimes I get teary as I think of you and your love of God and missionaries.  You are a blessing and an inspiration.  Fight the good fight and run your race for Jesus with all your heart, mind, and soul.

Love and prayers!
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