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Favorite quotes from the children this month:
Cheney said, “I hate all vegetables.  That means I’m a vegetarian!”  

Graham said, “Do you know what the last words were at the last Supper?  If you want to be in the picture come sit on this side of the table!”  

Sophia, a two year old, was driving a ‘Little Tykes” car at My Morning Out.  She was pretending to talk on her imaginary cell phone.  I cracked up when she was talking to this imaginary person and said, “I’m driving in my new car.  It’s a Volvo!”  

Cade, a preschooler said, “I didn’t say ‘thank you’ because I didn’t say ‘please.’”

Rory, a four year old, was talking to a baby who was drinking a bottle at My Morning Out.  He said, “Is that good milk or what?”

The preschool teachers were talking to the children about washing their hands really well so they didn’t get the swine flue.  Emerson told Jacob, “You need to wash your hands really well or you’ll get fluids.”  

Favorite things I’ve seen God do this month:
God is reminding me this month of how much more He is up to than I can see at the moment.  I’m thinking about today or tomorrow and trying my best to be faithful to planting seeds and telling the Good News of Jesus.  God is thinking about eternity.  He’s thinking about the BIG picture of the Kingdom.  Friends, let these stories remind you of the greatness of our God.  May these stories remind you to be faithful even when it seems like nothing is happening right now.  Seeds planted to bear fruit.    

Ashley comes to My Morning Out.  She’s almost three now.  She’s my buddy.  She’ll crawl up in my lap and talk.  Her favorite thing to do is to give me “knuckles.”  Instead of giving ‘high fives” Ashley gives “knuckles.”  She gets the biggest grin on her face.  Ashley’s older sister has come to preschool and is now in kindergarten.  All this is to say we’ve been working on this family for a few years now.  Julie is the Mom.  She came up to me on Tuesday and said because of the love we have shown her family, they are coming to church on Sunday.  Thank you Jesus!  

Jason and Kim are a young couple who lived here and came to our church for the short time they were here.  They then moved away.  While they were gone they had a son, Levi.  They’ve moved back.  (First of all, let’s thank Jesus for that!  Most people come here and move away.  Hardly anyone comes back because it is so expensive to live here.)  Jason helped us out with My Morning Out on Tuesday.  We had 35 kids.  What I noticed is that Jason knew most of the parents who would drop off their children.  Jason has great people skills and loves the Lord.  At the end of My Morning Out, I said, “Jason, I have a job for you.”  He said, “Do you want me to sweep the floor because these kids sure made a mess!”  I said, “No Jason, I’ve got a bigger job for you.”  He gave me a quizzical look.  I said, “Jason, you obviously know and love these parents who drop off their children.  Most of them don’t know Jesus and don’t go to church anywhere.  I want you to make it your mission and passion in life to help these people to know Jesus and get them into church.”  He looked a little overwhelmed.  (I have that effect on a lot of people!  Ha!)  I said, “I will help you to know what to say and how to look for opportunities.  Don’t make it hard Jason.  Just love them, serve them, and Jesus will give you more opportunities than you can believe to share His love with them.”   He got a big smile on his face and said, “With God’s help and your help, I can do that!”  By the way, we had three men helping at My Morning Out last week.  That’s so exciting.  It is usually all women who volunteer.  These kids need a male influence in their lives.
Caitlin came to A+ as a child.  She became a Christian in the 4th grade.  She later became a helper and then a teacher in our summer programs.  Caitlin is now a graduate student at UC Davis.  Caitlin’s friend is Brittany, who also came to A+ as a child.  Brittany is now the band director at the school here in town.  Brittany decided to take her jazz band students to towns around CA to do concerts.  Brittany took the students to UC Davis.  Caitlin heard they were coming and went to see the students play.  Andrew became a Christian at A+.  He is 16 now and plays in the band.  Andrew looked into the crowd while he was playing and saw Caitlin.  Andrew pointed at her with the biggest smile on his face and mouthed “Caitlin!”  He was so glad to see her.  Sal, another Big A Club child who was in Caitlin’s class came up to Caitlin afterwards and said, “Do you remember me?”  She hadn’t seen Sal since he was six!  She said, “Of course I remember you Sal.  You were my favorite one!”  Sal gave her a big hug!  Caitlin was their age, 16 when she taught them.  Caitlin took the time to go and hear them play in the jazz band.  It made their day and hers.  It wasn’t her job.  It was God’s love that prompted Caitlin to go to that jazz concert.  These kids were reminded of God’s love and her love!  I’m reminded me that we are all part of a story that God is writing in our lives and the lives of those we minister to.  
Lisa, her husband, and new baby came for a visit on Mother’s Day weekend.  Lisa became a Christian through the ministries here.  She then volunteered as a helper and then a teacher. She is an amazing person and has a wonderful family.  She, at 30, is the youngest manager ever of a Nordstrom’s!  We were sitting on the beach having lunch.  She saw some people that were in high school with her.  She said, “Man, they did a lot of drugs and were wild in high school.”  She said, “I’m amazed I didn’t fall into that.”  She paused and kind of laughed.  The light came on in her head and she said, “It’s because I was hanging out at the church helping out all the time that I didn’t fall into that trap!”  Lisa knew about service.  There was no job too big or too crummy for her.  She did them all with joy and excellence.  She and her family are very involved in their church in Southern CA.  As Pastor Dan, walked around with baby Micah on Sunday morning to show her off, I wept.  Micah will know Jesus because her Dad and Mom know and love Him.  That happened because you sent me and summer and semester missionaries to Tahoe.  
Jenny, a former missionary here, is now a missionary in a country that I can’t name for security reasons.  She and her husband and new baby are telling about Jesus.  She wrote this month, “Thanks for all that you poured into me during my time in Tahoe.  Much of who I am is because of my time there and the ways that God molded and shaped my character.  Know that what you do each day, however seemingly insignificant, is of great worth to the Father.”

The first night I ever had Parents’ Night some 29 years ago I had one child.  He eventually became a Christian.  He just graduated from law school and passed the bar!  In two weeks, I will have been here for 30 years.  What a journey it has been!  I prayed a prayer about 30 years ago.  I asked God to let me be a Mom to some kids like my Mom was a Mom to me.  He has answered that prayer beyond my wildest dreams.  I get to pour God’s love into children, their families, this community, and to the many summer and semester missionaries who come here.  It blows my mind and I hope yours to see how God has worked and is continuing to work to bring His Kingdom.  To God be the glory, great things He has done!  

Prayer requests:

· Thank you for praying for my Dad.  The tumor in his thyroid is not cancerous!  Thank you Jesus!

· We still need two semester missionaries for the fall semester.  I talked to a student on Friday that I really loved.  She is praying about this opportunity.  I have a phone interview with another student on Monday.  I’d appreciate your continued prayers for this need.

· One of our August week volunteer groups had to cancel last Friday.  I put the need out to all former missionaries who have served here and they responded in beyond my wildest dreams.  The need was filled in 24 hours!  

· I took our semester missionaries to Yosemite this weekend.  One of my favorite hikes there is Vernal Falls.  It’s called the “mist trail” but during this time of year it really should be called the “drench trail.”  It is worth getting soaked because you are walking through rainbows, seeing a gorgeous waterfall, surrounded by glorious mountains.  We then walk up to a bridge where you can see Nevada Falls.  We took there and sang over the roar of the waterfalls, “How Great Is Our God!”  I don’t mind telling you we were crying.  I pray that you have some of those “I can clearly see God” moments this month. His love is more than I can fathom.  In moments like these I catch a glimpse of the enormity and depth of His power and love.  

Program Notes:

Empties4cash has raised their prices on the following cartridges:

HP 78
$1.00

Dell T529
  .75

Lexmark 26
.50

HP 21
    .50

Dell T530
  .75

Lexmark 27
.50

HP 27
    .50

Lexmark 16  
  .75

Sharp UX-70B .75
HP 56      .25

Lexmark 17       .75

HOUSE ACCOUNT FINANCIAL REPORT-EVERY DONATION HELPS!!  

To date:  Cell Fund/Recellular-- $2,946.54



=$    2,946.54  

To date:  Empties 4 Cash --$ 52,756.13 + $245.70


=$  53,001.83
To date:  Funding Factory--$2,018.96 + $60.77


=$    2,079.73
To date:  Local Church Donations-- $128,464.11 + $200.00

=$ 128,664.11
To date:  Other Donations--$22,308.00 + $50.00


=$   22,358.00

To date:  Interest--$ 3,487.70 + $114.95



=$     3,602.65
To date:  InkSmile—$101.80 + 42.38



=$        144.18

To date:  I Give checks received:  $397.90 + $47.57


=$        445.47
To date:  SHARES program:  $97.32




=$          97.32
Total:   $ 213,339.83
 Less van #1 cost $41,296.15

 Less van #2 cost $26,499.51

 Less van #3 cost $26,499.51


 Less check stamp      $12.00 

Total in checkbook and certificate of deposit as of May 23, 2009:  $119,032.66! GOD IS AMAZING!  Through your efforts we received $816.31 this month!!  Keep up the great work for the Lord!!  I appreciate you!!      
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