UPDATE 59   DEBBIE WOHLER, TAHOE CITY, CA
 NOVEMBER 21, 2009

PLEASE READ THE WHOLE NEWSLETTER FOR EXCITING DEVELOPMENTS!  PTL!!
Favorite quotes from the children this month:
Jacki and Estani are Kindergarteners.  One day Jacki (a girl) said to Estani (a boy), “When I grow up I’m going to kiss you.”  Without missing a beat, Estani said, “Boy am I dead!”  

Two of our preschoolers, Tatum and Delaney, were showing Sarah their new dresses.  They said, “These dresses are for July and they are for American.”  Sarah said, “That’s right!  You are an American!”  The children replied, “No, We’re not Americans.  We’re ballerinas!”  

Cole is excited that his birthday is coming up this weekend.  Nell asked him what he was doing for his birthday.  He said, “I’m going to Chuck E. Jesus….no I meant Chuck E. Cheese’s!”  It made my heart glad that he has Jesus on the brain.  

On Halloween the preschoolers were having group time.  They were all dressed in their costumes.  Trevor was dressed as Batman and he was the calendar helper.  He was asked what month it was.  He yelled, “October.”  Grady, another four year old, said, “Nice recipe for disaster!”

Cameron, a four year old said, “I don’t know why my Dad and Mom call it a coffee table.  They only drink soda and beer!”  
Favorite things I’ve seen God do this month:
Exter, a pastor friend of mine, reminded me about an idea that we do at our Parents’ Night Out that he was going to try at the PNO at their church.  I thought I would share this idea with any of you who have PNO at your church or who are considering starting one.  Local restaurants love PNO.  Most of the time when parents drop their children off at PNO the parents go eat at a local restaurant.  We have partnered with local restaurants.  They will give us coupons to give to the parents.  They are coupons such as a coupon for a free appetizer or dessert with the purchase of two entrée’s.  We’ve also had restaurants give us coupons for a percentage off the parent’s meal.  This is a win/win!  This encourages our parents to talk about PNO and that restaurant.  The restaurants in turn, recommend us for church services, ski ministry, and children’s ministries to the locals and tourists.  Even the Chamber of Commerce often advertises PNO for us.  

The kids were at snack time talking about Halloween safety and why we don’t need to be scared.  Sarah asked the group why we don’t have to be afraid.  Seth, our little Jewish boy, said, “Because Jesus is the light of the world, which was in our Bible story for the week.”

 

During group time Laura asked the Busy Bees if they knew what the book she was holding up was called.  (She was holding up a Bible.)  Ty, a 3 year old yelled, “That’s God’s book!”  (
One of the things that warms my heart is to see the children at nap time.  Any time children are sleeping it is a blessing because they look so angelic.  Before nap time we have a naptime prayer that we say everyday.  We say it all together right before we turn the music on.  While we were saying it one of our children was on their belly, hands clasped together, eyes shut saying every word of the prayer. 
Laura took several preschool children to the bathroom before going outside.  While they were waiting, they started singing their favorite songs from the Christmas musical.  Seth started singing, "I'm dying to live, live for Jesus. I want to give myself to Him. Going to give up. From now on I'm dying to live."  Our prayer for him and the rest of our children is that the words that they are singing will become a reality and they will learn the meaning to the words.
One of the parents told Laura that she would pat her son’s legs and say, “These are the legs I made!  Aren’t they strong?”  This little child responded, "Mommy, God made these legs and everything on me." The lessons we are teaching are starting to make sense to the children and it encourages us.  

Cole, the delightful second grader that says the funniest things showed up at church with his parents one Sunday.  His Mom was so excited.  She said, “I feel like I have come back to my faith.”  The following Sunday they couldn’t make it to church because they were out of town.  Cole’s Mom called the church right before it was time to start.  His Mom said that Cole was inconsolable because they were missing church.  She put Cole on the phone.  Cole was sobbing because he wasn’t in church.  He wanted to talk with Miss Nell.  It was so sweet.  Oh that we as adults would sob when we have to miss church.  Cole and his whole family were back at church this Sunday.  A little child shall lead them.  
I was thankful to get to spend a week with my Dad resting on the beach on FL.  I highly recommend, “Be still and know that He is God!”  Too often I (and maybe some of you) run around frantically trying to get everything done.  It’s good to be reminded He’s in charge and it will all be fine!

We had our annual Halloween party.  We had 120 children show up.  We had so many positive comments from the parents about the party.  The kids were so cute.  We thank God for the opportunity to minister to so many families and tell them about Jesus.  
Prayer requests:
· Frankie is coming home on Dec 2.  He is scuba diving, swimming, and biking (pedaling with his hands).  He wiggled his right food last Sat. but not since.  He’s making friends and even has a couple of girls interested in him.  I had a dream that I was hugging Frankie and we were both sobbing.  He was walking in my dream.  I pray that this is a prophecy of things to come.  
· Pray that God will provide the needed semester missionaries we need.  We have five confirmed people.  We need at least six.  I thought I had the 6th one lined up but she said, “Yes” and is now having second thoughts.  If you know of a college student who is graduating this December or who is taking a break from school, please have them contact me.

· Recruitment is going fairly well for ski ministry at our 6 ski areas.  The holiday weeks look short on people but it always seems to work out that someone can clear their schedule and lead the services.  Mt. Rose ski area had been giving a lift pass to each ski chaplain who led the service.  This year they will charge $20.  Pray for those who already have ski passes at Mt. Rose to come forward to lead the church services there.  

Program Notes:

No name shipment received:  10/14/09   $10.22   1 box total shipment quantity 13 cell; 2 laser; 35 ink jets
Big News
Our pastor and his daughter did the Tahoe Rim trail as a fundraiser.  It was 165 miles and people pledged so much per mile.  We have raised about $20,000 total on that effort so far.  We had also been saving money for a rainy day (or snowy day in our case!)  We felt it would be prudent to set money aside for the hard economic times that seemed to be coming.  Hard economic times came and they are still here.  However, our church is doing much better than any of us felt it would.  We thank God for His faithfulness and the generosity of His people.   God has blessed us and we didn’t need that money that we had set aside.  We were able to add the $61,594.10 we had set aside for hard times to the house fund.  
We have been patiently waiting on God to let us know that it is time to start looking at houses.  We feel like we have the “go ahead” from Him to begin looking.  We started looking about a year ago this time and just didn’t have a peace about it.  It’s a good thing we waited.  A house we looked at a year ago was listed at $650,000.  That same house is now listed at $469,000.  Interest rates are good.  I know to some of you this still sounds outrageous, but here in Tahoe City this is a “blue light flashing special!”  We know that when the economy turns around, the houses at Lake Tahoe will go up substantially in value.  Someone once said that having a house at Tahoe is always a good investment.  It’s like having a ticket to the Super Bowl.  There are only so many tickets and that’s it.  Not many more houses will be built here due to the fact that we are in a National Forest area.  As it is now, you can only build on 20% of the property you own.  

We met with a real estate man who is going to donate his services to the church.  He brings his children to our programs and wants to be a part of helping us minister to our community.  We are going to meet with him again to start looking at houses this Wednesday.  Please be in prayer that we will hear God clearly.  
HOUSE ACCOUNT FINANCIAL REPORT-EVERY DONATION HELPS!!  

To date:  Cell Fund/Recellular-- $2,946.54



=$    2,946.54  

To date:  Empties 4 Cash --$ 54,676.58 + $475.32


=$  55,151.90
To date:  Funding Factory--$2,501.32 + $148.89


=$    2,650.21
To date:  Local Church Donations-- $137,719.11 +$12,265.00
=$ 149,984.11
To date:  Other Donations--$22,701.00



=$   22,701.00

To date:  Interest--$ 4,117.59 + $74.05



=$     4,191.64
To date:  InkSmile—$144.18





=$        144.18

To date:  I Give checks received:  $646.98 + 66.42


=$        713.40
To date:  SHARES program:  $465.18



=$        465.18
A+ Program--$61,594.10





=$   61,594.10
Total:   $  300,542,26
 Less van #1 cost $41,296.15

 Less van #2 cost $26,499.51

 Less van #3 cost $26,499.51


 Less check stamp      $12.00 

Total in checkbook and certificate of deposit as of November 21, 2009:  $206,235.09! GOD IS AMAZING!  Through your efforts we received $74,623.78 this month!!  Keep up the great work for the Lord!!  I appreciate you!!      
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