UPDATE 63   DEBBIE WOHLER, TAHOE CITY, CA
 MARCH 20, 2010

I have had several people this month who were not clear on where to send ink jets, cell phones, and laser toners.  I have attached the details.  You may want to print these again for your records.  
Favorite quotes from the children this month:
Crystal was teaching the kindergarteners about penguins.  The discussion had been about penguins and predators.  The next day Tavis asked, “How do Mommy and Daddy penguins protect themselves from creditors? 

Sean, a four year old said, “My dad is old.”  Kelly asked, “How old is your dad?”  Sean replied, “Ummm..he's getting to be about 14!”  Kelly said, “Wow!! That is old!”  (His Dad looks to be about 40!)  

The 3rd-6th graders were playing a Bible game where they had to look up verses to find the matching card.  Ava and Ellis are two new children who are coming.  They were on the same team.  Ava was trying to look up a verse in Exodus.  Ellis said to Ava as she was looking up Exodus:  “Look in the E’s.  You are in the G’s.”  Ava replied, “It’s a Bible, not a dictionary!”  

Cole is not big on fruits and vegetables.  We got him to at least try a bit of pineapple that we were serving.  I asked him, “Did you like the pineapple?”  He said, “No, but I liked the taste!”  

Conner’s teacher sends a note home everyday for Conner’s Mom and A+ telling us what kind of day he had at school.  I read it aloud to him each day when he comes in.  One day it said, “Conner had a very good day.”  He thought for a minute and said, “That sounds like good news!”  

Favorite things I’ve seen God do this month:  

One person at ski ministry prayed to receive Christ!  Thank you Jesus!  

You sometimes wonder if the kids are listening and then they surprise you.  Cole’s Mom lost her job.  Nell and I listened to her and let her cry.  We reminded her that God knows her need , God knows her name, and God will take care of her.  When we were done was apologetic for all the time she took with us.  We said, “You’d do the same thing for us if our positions were reversed.”  Cole piped up and said, “Miss Ellie, a character in our Christmas musical, says, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”  The words of this beautiful child encouraged us all!  

Chelsea was teaching the 1st-2nd graders.  A second grader asked, “What to do to be a Christain.”  Chelsea explained it and then Anaka said, “I bet you have to dunk your head under water to be a Christain, huh?" Chelsea went on to explain that there was more to it than this.  The lesson that day was on how the apostle Paul went around telling people about how Jesus loves us, died for our sins, and rose again.  Cole K stopped Chelsea and said, “Wait!  Wait!  Are you telling me Jesus WANTED to die?" Before Chelsea could answer another kid piped up and said, “Yes, He did it to protect us!"  The first boy then yelled out, “"YEESSSS!!" like he was pumped about what Jesus did for us out of love.  We are encouraged the the light bulbs are coming on in the children’s heads about Jeus.  We are excited to see what happens in the weeks to come.    
Peter, one of our semester missionaries, and our youth minister met with one of the high school guys.  They  were reading and discussing various scriptures. They read Romans 6:23.  One of the youth asked, “What would happen if you didn't have this free gift from God?”  They were able to explain the amazing gift of eternal life God has given us through Jesus Christ.  They told him if we simply admit we are sinners, trust Jesus, and what the Bible says about Him we can become a Christian.  The youth was not ready to make any decision that night, but I think a very powerful seed of was planted in his heart.  

I’d worked hard for about a year trying to get ski ministry going at Heavenly Valley and then they said “No.”  God is reminding me again that it isn’t about my hard work.  It is about HIM!  One of our ski chaplains who lives on the South Shore was in a spinning class and met the head of Sierra-At-Tahoe, which is another ski area in South Lake Tahoe.  He indicated he was interested in starting services there.  I have sent him a proposal and he likes it.  We have some details to work out as to location, tickets, etc. but today’s e-mail indicates that he is going to say “Yes!”  We have been playing phone tag.  I hope to report in next month’s report that it is an “official yes!”  I didn’t have to beg him or convince him that this was a good thing to do.  God had prepared this man’s heart!   

(I am working off my laptop battery.  We have been without electricity for over two hours now.  I feel like I’d better quit now before I lose everything!  The power company doesn’t even know where the power outage is yet.  It’s a beautiful day here in Tahoe so who knows what the problem is.)  

Olympic stories from other More Than Gold volunteers that will encourage you: 

On our first day at Renfrew Station about the middle of the afternoon, a young lady stopped at our station. My wife and I got a chance to visit with her for a few minutes. We gave her one of the pins along with a brief description of what it meant and encouraged her to read the back of the pin explanation card. She said she would, and about 30 minutes later she was back and she was wearing the pin. She had a camera in her hand and said, “You gave me this pin. Can we get someone to take our picture together?" We took a photo and then she said she had read the back of the card and it made a lot of sense. I asked her if she had a few minutes and she said, "Yes." We walked over to the side and I asked what was going on in her life. She said, "My life is a mess.  My husband left me, I have two children, and I just don't know what to do.”  I told her that I could not guarantee her that her husband would ever come back, but I could show her how to have peace in her heart. She said, "I would like that." Then she said, "You know this was not just a chance meeting between me and you." I told her that I knew that and that it was the Holy Spirit that caused her to come back and find the help she needed. I went through the plan of salvation with her.  She took my hand and standing out in that station prayed out loud to receive Jesus Christ as her Savior and Lord. I called other team members over and said, “Crystal, tell these people what you have just done.” With tears rolling down her cheeks she very boldly said, "I just prayed to receive Jesus Christ as my Savior." Shared by Jim from Texas 
I had one of those "don't know why, but He does, happenings" while we were there. I was picking up trash around our area. Someone had thrown down one of the cards that the More Than Gold pin is on. It was clean, but every pin has its own card, so I was going to throw it away. However, "for some reason" I stuck it in my pocket and forgot about it. When we were going through security at the airport on our way home, I noticed one of our pins on one of the security women. I just made the comment that I liked her pin and pointed to mine. She said, "My Dad gave it to me, but I don't know what it means." I reached in my pocket and pulled out the card that I almost threw away and handed it to her. Isn't God amazing! He knew that I would need that card later. Virginia from Texas
Prayer requests:

· Pray for us as we approach Easter on the ski slopes and in our ministry outreach efforts.
· Pray that Sierra-At-Tahoe ski area says “yes” to ski ministry.
· Pray for the volunteers we need for our three one week groups in August.  
· Pray the students will respond to our need for semester missionaries for the fall 2010 semester.
Program updates:
No name check     rcvd 3/10
payment  3/15   92 in jets.  $54.57 check received  
HOUSE ACCOUNT FINANCIAL REPORT-EVERY DONATION HELPS!!  

To date:  Cell Fund/Recellular-- $2,946.54



=$    2,946.54  

To date:  Empties 4 Cash --$56,839.74 + $431.33


=$  57,271.07
To date:  Funding Factory--$3,207.54 + $31.00


=$    3,238.54
To date:  Local Church Donations-- $159,551.61 +$
200.00

=$ 159,751.61
To date:  Other Donations--$22,701.00 



=$   32,201.00
To date:  Interest--$ 4,528.63 + $93.84



=$     4,622.47
To date:  InkSmile—$201.48





=$        201.48
To date:  I Give checks received:  $887.80 + $37.04


=$        924.84
To date:  SHARES program:  $1,288.74



=$     1,288.74

A+ Program--$61,594.10





=$   61,594.10
Total:   $ 324,040.39
 Less van #1 cost $41,296.15

 Less van #2 cost $26,499.51

 Less van #3 cost $26,499.51


 Less check stamp      $12.00
 Less escrow        $ 5,000.00 

Total in checkbook and certificate of deposit as of March 20, 2010:  $224,733.22! GOD IS AMAZING!  Through your efforts we received $793.21 this month!!  Keep up the great work for the Lord!!  I appreciate you!!      
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