July 17, 2005


UPDATE 7


Debbie Wohler, Tahoe City, CA

Obviously this update is way over due.  Please accept my apologies.  Just suffice it to say that it has been a very hard couple of months.  Rather than dwell on all the hard and crazy stuff, I’m choosing to remember that God is still on the throne.  He knows my needs and He is providing in His way and His time.  My prayers have changed.  Early on in all of this my prayers were, “God I know you promised that will never give us more than we can handle.  However, is it possible that you could re-evaluate my case?”  As time has gone on my prayers have changed to, “God make me stronger than whatever is coming my way.  Help me to handle situations and people with the kind of love that you show me each and every day.”  So with that in mind I’m looking around today and reporting what I can clearly see that God is up to.  

This past week a man named John came up and talked with me.  John has been brining his children to the Big A Club, Parents’ Night Out, and the A+ before and after school program for several years now.  His older son Spencer comes and helps us sometimes at PNO.  John asked me for tapes of Pastor Dan’s sermons or for written copies of his sermon notes.  The amazing thing is John is an atheist!  Can you say “Thank you Jesus?”  I told John he could actually come to church and hear the sermons for himself.  I promised him that the roof wouldn’t fall in.  We both had a good laugh.  I then told him I’d be happy to get him copies of the past few weeks’ sermons.  Who knows what his motivations are.  He may be trying to figure out what we are teaching his children.  Or God may be using the children to draw John closer to Himself.  Pastor Dan says, “Their motivations don’t matter in the beginning.  Meet people where they are and work with God and love them into the Kingdom.”  It will be interesting to see by faith “the rest of the story!”  When you get atheists asking for sermon notes you have to know that God is at work!

This afternoon we baptized two of our older children.  Their father became a Christian in October.  As we were walking to the beach the two children came and practically knocked Nell and I over with their hugs.  The boy said, “I’m so excited!  I’m getting baptized today!”  The Dad and Mom were both crying at the baptism.  I told the Dad that it’s not often that we get to see men lead the way to Jesus in their families.  The Mom is a Buddhist.  She is making movement toward God.  The Dad is leading the whole family each night in the “Purpose Driven Life.”  The Mom is asking great questions.  I told the Mom today, “Thanks for giving your children enough love that they have plenty to give away.”  She started crying and so did I!  God is at work in this family.  By the way it was actually about 85 degrees so the water was about 65 degrees.  Thank you God!

Hannah came to church a few weeks ago.  She’s been hanging out with the summer missionaries.  She became a Christian and wanted to be baptized.   She is here in Tahoe this summer as a nanny for her Aunt’s baby.  The Aunt has a severe drinking problem.  This morning as Hannah was preparing to come to church and then the baptism, the aunt had been drinking.  The aunt punched her own hand through a window and stormed out leaving Hannah with the baby.  Hannah was afraid that if she came to the baptism with the baby her aunt would call the police and say that she had kidnapped the baby.  We’ve all decided that if Hannah can get a free evening, Dan, Nell, myself, and the missionaries will go to the lake with her and baptize her.  

Patsy was in church today.  She became a Christian over 25 years ago as a result of ski ministry.  She started coming to church.  She met her husband to be there.  They got married and then moved away.  She has two children.  Both went to the John McArthur’s Master’s College in Southern California.  Her son is married and is teaching at a Christian school.  Her daughter is almost ready to graduate.  The daughter just got back from a 5-week mission trip to Africa.  Patsy was giving her testimony during share time and telling how she found Christ and was encouraging others to take the journey with Christ and see where it leads.  It was very humbling to see the middle part of the story.  We’re on our second generation of Christians out of just that one person.  I sat there and thought that when her son and his wife have a baby we’ll be on our third generation of people who are being raised up to know the Lord.  It makes me want to continue to be faithful and leave the results to God.  He is amazing capable of being the “Lord of the Harvest!”

Caitlin and her Mom, Kerry, were in McDonalds today.  Caitlin became a Christian when she was in the 4th grade at A+.  Her Mom and Dad weren’t far behind in following Christ by faith.  While these two were in McDonalds today they noticed a lady with a two year old and a baby.  She was struggling to get the tray and the kids all to the same place.  Caitlin and Kerry went over to ask the Mom if she needed help.  The lady was thrilled.  The Mom let Caitlin stay with the baby while she took the two year old to the bathroom.  Kerry (Caitlin’s Mom) went over to the publicity rack cards and pulled out the brochure about all of our children’s ministries.  She told the woman, “Our church has been called by God to love and serve this community.  This brochure tells about a few of the things we do to try to love and support your family.”  Kerry said, “You may have heard about Parents’ Night Out.”  The woman replied.  I’m new to the community.  I just joined the Tahoe Mother’s Club and they were telling me about your church.  (I’m on the Board of Directors of the Tahoe Mother’s Club.)  The mothers in the club had already told her about Parents’ Night Out and My Morning Out.  It just seemed that God had everyone at the right place that day so that that woman could get a first taste of God’s love in action.  

My roommate Nell had surgery this month.  She had fibroid tumors that needed to come out.  We think everything is o.k.  However, we won’t know for sure until we get the final reports.  While I was in the hospital waiting room, God gave me an opportunity to minister.  A lady was sitting in the hospital waiting room crying.  I went over to talk with her.  She had a big cross around her neck.  I said, “I’m a missionary in Tahoe City and I would love to talk with you, help you in any way that I can, and pray with you.”  The ladies daughter had just found her best friend’s body the day before.  The friend had committed suicide.  The woman hadn’t had time to grieve.  She cried and got some of her feelings out.  It turns out that the lady in the waiting room goes to the Lutheran church in town.  I was able to be there and remind her that God has promised to walk with us through the valley of the shadow of death.  I was dreading the waiting time while Nell’s surgery was going on.  God allowed me to get past my own feelings and minister to someone else.  Both of us walked away reminded of God’s love and care even when circumstances aren’t so wonderful.  

I hope these stories encourage you.  God is at work if we just have “eyes to see and ears to hear.”  

GOD ANSWERS PRAYERS!!  All of you received the e-mail telling you that my August volunteer groups had cancelled on me.  Thank you for your prayers!  God has provided the volunteers we needed for those two weeks in August.  “Hallelujah and Thank You Jesus!”

PROJECT REPORT:

· Money from cell phones—$940.05

· Money from ink jets—$2,971.12

----------------





$3,911.17

·  Donations/interest-- $26,584.89

------------

$30,496.06 in van checkbook as of 7/17/05  --GOD IS GOOD!!!

We’ve done some preliminary investigating into getting a 4-wheel drive 12 or 15 passenger van.  It looks like we’ll be in the $42,00-$45,000 range depending on when we actually order the van.  You have to order the van directly from the factory and then it gets shipped to a place to install the 4-wheel drive.  There will be a 3-4 month process time from the time we order the van.  We are getting closer every day.  Please continue to collect the ink jet cartridges, cell phones, and laser cartridges.  Any help you can give us in getting the information to others in your churches, associations, and states would be greatly appreciated.

PRAYER REQUESTS:

August 3
Summer musical and slide show

August 6
Summer Missionaries depart

August 6-13
Groups from MS and GA arrive to do one week of day camps

August 8-12
Our youth group will be doing a mission project with the migrant workers here in CA

August 13-20 
Groups from LA and GA to do one week of day camps

8/20-9/5
Semester Missionaries arrive for orientation and full days of A+

9/6

School Year A+ for School Age and A+ Preschool begins

Pray for traveling mercies for each of these volunteers.  

Pray for stamina, grace, and love for year round staff.

Know that you are loved and prayed for too!

Blessings!

Debbie Wohler

PO Box 7452

390 Fairway Drive

Tahoe City, CA   96145

530-583-2925 (Pacific Standard Time)

debbiewohler@sbcglobal.net
