August 24, 2005

UPDATE 8


Debbie Wohler, Tahoe City, CA

It’s been a great but wild month.  The summer missionaries left on August 6.  Groups from GA, MS, and NC came August 13-20.  Groups from GA, LA, and Southern CA came August 13-20.  We picked up our new semester missionaries August 20.  Just even the logistics of training, airport runs, supervision, and feeding of that many volunteers requires an amazing amount of time and energy.  Here’s some of the things I’ve seen God do this past month.

STORIES:  God does provide!  If you remember early in June the groups that I thought I had lined up for August cancelled on me.  I wondered how in the world we’d get groups to come at such a late date.  I sent out e-mails to everyone I could think of.  God’s people heard my cry for help.  I actually had to turn some volunteers away.  I hope to contact them this fall about coming next year.  We had a great experience with these volunteers and walked away with a renewed remembering that God meets our every need in ways we can’t even begin to dream or imagine.  

On that same note, I had to tell a semester missionary that she couldn’t come because she tested positive for TB. 

I made that call on August 8.  Because of my recent experience of God’s provision I had a huge peace.  On August 9, NAMB called and said they had a possible candidate for me.  I got in touch with her, her references, and back to NAMB all in one day.  She had previously been a summer missionary for 3 summers so she didn’t have to re do the paperwork.  She was approved on August 9!  That process that just took a day this time usually takes four to six weeks!  IN CASE YOU WERE WONDERING, GOD IS STILL ON THE THRONE! 

Trust the process of what God is doing.  Seeds planted do bear fruit!  Our youth group did a mission trip to Merced to work with the migrant workers and their children.  The last night they were there 15 people came to know the Lord.  As they shared in church the next Sunday, I was bawling my eyes out.  All of the youth who went on the trip became Christians at the Big A Club or A+ programs.  One of the youth had moved away and came back for the trip.  He talked about how the ministries with the children and youth had changed his life and that no matter where he is this will be his home church.  

Wes preached at our church this past Sunday.  He’s a former Big A Club child.  He’s been a summer missionary to China.  He’s been to the Middle East four times to share the gospel.  He just graduated from seminary.  Wes and his wife Rachel are headed to Yemen in December for 3 years to proclaim the gospel.  Their goal is to have a national church in Yemen.  He talked about how the ministries with the children and the exposure to summer missionaries challenged him to “go and tell.”

Stacey was in church two Sundays ago.  She is also a former Big A child.  She just returned from spending the summer in Africa doing mission work.  Many accepted Christ while she was there.  We both stood there and cried as we saw the fruits of 25 years of ministry multiplying itself.  This is her second summer in Africa as a missionary.  

This past week we had a former Big A Club child sign up her 3 year old child for the A+ preschool.  Another Big A Club/PNO child who is grown up came and helped for one of the weeks in August.  Another former summer missionary came to help those weeks as well.  I was thrilled to see all the wonderful things they are doing for the Lord and how they’ve matured.  It had been a hard, long summer and I believe with all my heart that God is bringing people to encourage me to keep on being faithful.  I can only imagine what’s really going on if I can actually see this much stuff happening.  I think of all of the thousands of seeds that have been sown here and know that God will bring them to fruition as well.

Updates on previous stories:  Last month I told you about John, the atheist, who asked me for sermon notes.  He stopped me the other day when he was picking up his children.  He said, “I’ve been reading those sermon notes.  They’re good.  You’re going to get me into church yet.”  I smiled and said, “That’s the goal John!”  I gave him another set of notes this past week.  

Todd is our snow removal guy who had a motorcross accident in May.  He’s in a wheelchair now.  He previously hadn’t been in church at all.  He’s been there the past two Sundays.  His friend, Jonathan, (don’t you think that’s a great name for a faithful friend) has told him how much Jesus and church have helped him in his life.

New stories.  Janet works at the bank we go to.  When her children were younger she brought them to the programs.  She loves us and respects what we do even though she’s an atheist too.  She could tell that the summer had been long.  She surprised us one day with a gift certificate for Nell and myself to get a one-hour massage!  The story gets more interesting.  The massage therapist is a pastor’s daughter who lives in Tahoe and has dropped out of church at this point in her life.  We had a great conversation with her.  You’ve got to smile when atheists take care of the missionary and point the way to help other Christians get back to God.  God is truly at work!

Margaret is the Mom of one of our A+ kids.  She doesn’t go to church.  Her Mom had a stroke this week.  She heard that we had a prayer chain at our church.  She asked us to put her Mom on the prayer chain.

Dan, our pastor, took his son to Long Beach to visit the campus.  While they were at a coffee shop he met a guy who is a professor at Long Beach.  The man took a huge interest in Dan and Jordan.  He gave them a tour and helped Jordan sign up for all of his classes.  He also helped Jordan to know the things that Freshman struggle with at college.  He’s going to give Jordan a job when he gets to campus next week.  God is showing up all over the place and we are so grateful.

A bear broke a window at the church this past month.  He was trying to get in to get food.  We’re grateful that he didn’t get in the building because our volunteers were staying upstairs in the building.

My prayer continues to be, “Give me eyes to see and ears to hear what you are doing God!”

INK JET/CELL PHONE/LASER TONER PROJECT REPORT:

· Money from cell phones—$994.95

· Money from ink jets—$4,283.62

· ----------------





$5,278.57

·  Donations/interest-- $26,927.94

------------

$32,206.51 in van checkbook as of 8/24/05  --GOD IS GOOD!!!

It looks like the total cost of a 4-wheel drive 15-passenger van will be in the $42,00-$45,000 range depending on when we actually order the van.  You have to order the van directly from the factory and then it gets shipped to a place to install the 4-wheel drive.  It costs $8,995 to add 4-wheel drive to a van.  However, since we get 40-60 feet of snow a year here it seems like a real need to keep our children safe.  There will be a 3-4 month process time from the time we order the van.  We are getting closer every day.  Please continue to collect the ink jet cartridges, cell phones, and laser cartridges.  Any help you can give us in getting the information to others in your churches, associations, and states would be greatly appreciated.  Thanks for your faithful love, prayers, and support.  You are an encouragement to me and you are a part of all of God’s work here in Tahoe City.  Contact information:  Debbie Wohler, PO Box 7452, 390 Fairway Drive, Tahoe City, CA   96145   530.583.2925 PST   debbiewohler@sbcglobal.net
