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UPDATE 9


Debbie Wohler, Tahoe City, CA

STORIES OF GOD’S WORK IN TAHOE CITY

Rebecca started coming to the A+ preschool last year.  This year she’s in Kindergarten and comes to the A+ Before and After School program.  Every time she’d see me last year she’d come up to me and say in her sweetest 5 year old voice, “Remember me?”  My response every time would be “Of course I remember you Rebecca.  Come over here and give me a hug.”   We’d hug and go on with whatever we were doing.  Sometimes she would ask me the same question, “Remember me?” two or three times a day!  Rebecca just wants to be noticed and to be important.  Rebecca is teaching me a lot about people and about God.  In the frantic pace that most of us keep we sometimes walk right by people.  Most of them aren’t as bold as Rebecca.  Most of the time they don’t get in our face and say, “Remember me?”  I wonder how many people we miss noticing each day who just need a word of encouragement or a hug?  I’m delighted to tell you that this year Rebecca is secure in our relationship.  Instead of saying, “Remember me?” she now shouts, “Miss Debbie” and comes over the gives me the biggest hug you’ve ever seen.  I’ve got to tell you it’s the highlight of my day!  Rebecca is also teaching me about God.  I wonder how many times a day God is trying to get my attention?  I wonder how many times a day I miss hearing Him say, “Remember me?”  Rebecca is teaching me to run to the Father, crawl up in His arms, and enjoy being loved.  

We had a huge Parent’s Night Out this past month.  We had 104 children.  There were kids everywhere!  Yeah!  April is a former semester missionary who is now working with a church in FL.  She started PNO this past month at her church.  They had 16 on their first night.  Her dream is to have 200 children at PNO!  Her friend asked her if she was smoking “wacky weed!”  I laughed!  Then I thought, “How wonderful that April is dreaming big for Jesus!”  Tana was a volunteer for two weeks in August.  She hopes to start PNO at a church back in NC very soon.  Jeanne from Maryland was here visiting with one of our church members.  We had dinner together and now Jeanne is going to start PNO in her church.  Our pastor preached on Sunday on Colossians 2:1-5.  Paul says, “My purpose is to go and teach them so they may be encouraged in heart, united in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.  I love the order of that passage.  Many times in the lives of people we have to encourage them in heart and love them, so that they can know the mystery of God as revealed in Christ Jesus.  

When the Katrina hurricane struck I was very concerned about several of our former summer and semester missionaries.  We began calling and sending e-mails to check on them.  The information started pouring in.  We became a communication point.  As the information came in we’d copy and paste it into a document so that folks could know who to pray for and how to pray for them.  Here’s are a couple of great stories that teach us about God.  Cindy is a former summer and semester missionary who writes  -“Praise God...we are okay!!!  Ethan was born on Saturday (the day before Katrina).  He was 12 days late and 8 lbs. 12 oz / 20 inches. He is a beautiful, healthy boy.”  Cindy, Ethan and Byron were stranded at the New Orleans hospital from Saturday until Tuesday.  They had no electricity, water, and it was very hot with no air conditioning.  Her parents got there two hours after the baby was born and were stuck at the hospital at well.  Both Ethan and Cindy suffered from dehydration, but made it.  It was scary.  Ethan slept for two days.  They had to wake him up and pour water over him because it was so hot.  The hospital boiled water.  While she was in the hospital she felt pretty safe.  3 out of the 4 walls were concrete.  A couple of days after the baby was born, Byron, her husband, went outside and waded through the water holding his hands up to see how deep the water was.  They were able to wade through with the baby and her parents and get to Cindy’s Dad’s Suburban.  They drove through a few feet of water to get to the interstate and headed west to Houston where Cindy’s parents live.  Byron was able to drive their Camry through the water and get it out as well.  The water was up to the windshield on the Camry.  Byron decided they had trusted God this far that he’d trust him all the way.  He was behind them with no cell reception so they didn’t know for a while if he got out or what had happened to Byron.  Byron, Ethan and Cindy will be in Houston indefinitely.  They are not sure if they still have a home.  Parts of the seminary in New Orleans are destroyed.  Cindy has heard that the National Guard is using the seminary as a staging area.  Cindy and Byron had a second floor apartment and the water was 4 ft high even on second floor apartments.  She’s heard that there was looting at the seminary before the National Guard arrived. Since coming to Houston Ethan has been eating like crazy and is much more alert.  Cindy was very worried about him at the hospital.  The Lord has been gracious to them.  She said, “The nurses at the hospital were incredible, especially under such crazy and stressful circumstances.  Everyone who was in the hospital on Saturday had to remain until after the hurricane.”   Cindy continues, “It was crazy because while we were in the hospital we had no idea what was going on in New Orleans.”  They didn’t have a TV or radio.  Cindy had not seen pictures of the devastation until they got to Houston.  I laughed when she said, “I now know why everyone was so worried about us!”  She said the phone has been ringing off the hook with people wanting to know if they are o.k.  As a follow up to this story a church in New Mexico that her husband Byron had done some music with is helping them financially until all of the Katrina stuff sorts itself out.  

Our church took an offering to help the Katrina victims.  Two people who aren’t Christians gave a total of $750.  We sent close to $6,000 to help NAMB with the Katrina victims.  One of my favorite stories about Katrina comes from Mary Gore, a resort missionary in LA, who helped us out here in Tahoe for a week in August.  Mary writes, “Please pray that they will come to know the Jesus, the One we serve by serving these folks.  Mary was working with a chain saw crew helping folks.  Mary wrote, “There were some 80+ year old folks that just rode the storm out and said, ‘We knew it would be days before FEMA or the Red Cross would find us.  However, we knew that as soon as humanly possible the church folks would come find us.” What a great testimony to God’s people.  What a witness!  I pray that people will say that about us day in and day out in crisis and in joy.  

My pastor and I led a Myers Briggs Personality Differences Conference for the Tahoe Mother’s Club this past week.  There were 50 women there.  It seemed to go very well and we got lots of good feedback about our ministry and presence in the community. Kim who is not a Christian yet wrote, “You are an absolutely wonderful person who has the most sincerest of intensions and the best at heart always.  I have to tell you this. The way you also want and welcome Beckley (her son) makes me feel so at home because you have this way about you that makes us moms not worry.  I love you for that.  It was such a pleasure working with you both. I feel that you and Pastor Dan both give such a tremendous amount to our community out of love and it is so greatly appreciated.  Thank you again for all your efforts and love. You shine so much!!!!    Kim has taken steps one and two in Dan’s sermon.  She feels encouraged and loved.  I love her last line about shining.  She is seeing Christ in us.  Now she needs to experience the mystery of Christ in her own life.    

INK JET/CELL PHONE/LASER TONER PROJECT REPORT:

To date:  Money from Cell Fund (cell phones)  $1,071.45



To date:  Money from Empties4Cash (ink jets)  $5,347.27

To date:  Money from Funding Factory (Epson, Canon BCI, and laser toners) $110.40

To date:  Money from donations/local church/interest—$28,368.49

Total in van checkbook as of 9/19/05:  $34,897.61  

Since the last update we’ve taken in $2,691.10!!  God is good.  It is getting very exciting to go to the mailbox these days.  I am working with 3 Ford dealerships to get quotes on the cost of the first 4-wheel drive 15-passenger van.  The van has to be ordered through a dealer, be built at the factory, and go to a company to have the 4-wheel drive installed then shipped here.  It’s fairly complicated order.  It will take 12-16 weeks unless we can find one with a CA emissions sitting on a lot somewhere.  The good news is we can go ahead and order the van when we get the lowest bid.   We are so grateful for your help!  If you can continue to help us get the word out churches in your association and state that would be wonderful.  Remember we need at least two vans and 1 house.  We are dreaming big because our God is able to do far more than we dare to dream or imagine!  You are a blessing from God and a huge part of the mission work here.

